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Beverly Lane’s History Of San Ramon Enjoyed By All
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Highlights from her new book San Ramon Chronicles: Stories of Bygone Days were presented by Beverly Lane
at the November 19th San Ramon Historical Society dinner meeting. San Ramon’s history stretches back beyond
the arrival of the Spanish to the original Ohlone Indian villages. The arrival of Gold Rush pioneers created a
“Garden of Eden” full of lush orchards, rich farms, churches, and schools. Today new arrivals from China, India,
Peru, and many other places add another level of excitement to this vibrant city.
She reviewed the geography and the settlement of the area and proceeded to current developments in San
Ramon.
Beverly began her talk by showing a picture of the Bishop Ranch in the 1960’s. San Ramon is, in a lot of ways,
a microcosm of Northern California. The Bishop Ranch was very important to San Ramon for many years.
Mount Diablo is a young mountain with old rocks. Fossils from mastodons and saber toothed cats have been
found in its foothills.
In the 1930’s a UCB student, looking around the southern hills of Mt. Diablo, came upon what turned out to be
a mastodon bone. An extensive dig by the Department of Paleontology at UCB followed in the 1930’s and 1940’s.
Mastodons and other animals roamed the area for millions of years.
The first people who lived in San Ramon were Indians. They were here for well over 5,000 years. The Spanish
called the native people the Ohlones. They lived in small groups of 50 to 250 people. They were hunters and
gatherers and lived near the creeks. They collected acorns, nuts, and seeds; hunted birds, deer, and elk; and caught fish.
When the Spanish brought soldiers and missionaries to California in 1769, they brought dramatic changes
to the natives’ lives. The Spanish population began in San Diego where they began to colonize the Indians by
forming missions. In the San Ramon area it was Mission San Jose. That spread up to Concord during dry years.
The Spanish brought new animals (horses, cattle, and sheep) whose multiplication and grazing devastated the
meadows.
(Continued on Page 2)

Hear About The Alviso Adobe At Our January 21st
Dinner Meeting

San Ramon Valley Historical Society interest in the many places that created Bay Area history east of the
Oakland Hills has to include the 1854 home built by Francisco Alviso that is known today as the Alviso Adobe.
His 10 children were raised here.
In 1911, new owner Walter Briggs enhanced the home by adding his Meadow Lark Dairy which endured
until 1969. Now one of the City of Pleasanton’s city parks, it stands as a symbol of those early days.
Come hear Naturalist, Ashley Zubrik recount stories about life at the adobe.
The meeting will be held at the San Ramon Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest Lane in San Ramon. We will gather at
6:30 pm, eat at 7:00 pm, and enjoy our speaker. We hope to see you there.
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In addition, Spanish diseases wiped out the Indians. The Spanish brought measles, diphtheria, and syphilis.
Typhus was spread by the water. The Indians had no natural defense against these diseases. For that reason, as
their villages disintegrated, they moved to the missions.
The Mission era ended in 1821 when Mexico was created as an independent state from Spain. Missions
throughout California were prepared for secularization. The pastoral rancho era began on former mission lands.
Large land grants were given to former Spanish soldiers. In San Ramon, that soldier was Jose Maria Amador.
Amador was an interesting character. He lived until age 88. He was born in the Presidio in San Francisco. He
was married three times. He had at least 22 children.
One of the Bancroft oral historians interviewed Amador. [The interview is available at the Bancroft Library.
(UCB).]
Amador talked about fighting the Indians, expeditions to the Columbia River, being a leather jacket soldier,
his rancho in San Ramon, and about the Missions. His rancho was headquartered in Dublin and was over 20,000
acres, including today’s San Ramon, Dougherty Valley, and historic Dublin.
A plat map of the Amador rancho showed water sheds in the area and the Norris adobe to the west. The Norris
family was one of the important first families in the area. They bought land from Amador.
At that time there were an estimated 14,000 European descendents in California. There were a lot more
Indians. With the gold rush, the numbers changed tremendously. Over 200,000 people came from around the
world in the first few years.
Ranchers Minerva and Joel Harlan were also important in San Ramon history. Minerva Fowler and Joel Harlan
came to California in 1846 as teenagers with his father’s wagon train. They married in 1849. Joel and his cousin
Jake opened a store in gold country near Coloma after gold was discovered. Joel and Minerva Harlan bought
Amador land in 1852. Around 1858 the Harlans built a new Gothic Revival home on property they purchased
from Norris. It was called El Nido (the nest). It was restored in 1934 by Harlan Geldermann and the Geldermann
family. It still stands today. It is hoped that this house will continue to be saved.
The Norris family came first. They migrated to California in 1846 and lived in Mission San Jose from 1847 to
1850. Leo and Mary Jane Norris and their children moved to San Ramon in the autumn of 1850. Norris bought
4,550 acres in the northwest section from Jose Maria Amador that December. Norris and William Lynch built the
first wood dwelling in the valley, using redwoods from Moraga that were hauled via Mission San Jose and Sunol.
The house lasted for a century and burned in 1950.
The reason the Bishop ranch was owned by Thomas Bishop involved a divorce case. Leo and Mary Jane Norris
purchased their 4,550 acre ranch from Jose Maria Amador in 1850. They had a son, William Norris, who married
Margaret. William and Margaret had a son. In the 1890’s the son died while working in Colorado. Margaret went
to Colorado to bring the body back. On the trip home, Margaret and her son’s friend became friendly. Divorce
papers indicate the two became very good friends. The friend went to work for Mr. Llewelyn who was leasing
some Norris property. The friend was a drinking man and doing unsatisfactory work. Mr. Llewelyn threatened to
fire him. The son’s friend said Mr. Llewelyn couldn’t fire him because of his friendship with Margaret Norris. In
no time this information got back to William Norris. One thing led to another. There was a divorce...
In the divorce action, Margaret was represented by an attorney from the San Francisco firm of Garber, Boalt,
and Bishop. Eventually some Norris land was accepted in payment for services rendered, and Thomas Bishop,
a partner in the firm, purchased the land from Margaret’s attorney. In 1895, the divorce was final and Thomas
Bishop owned about 1,000 acres of the Norris Ranch that became the Bishop Ranch.
(Continued on Page 3)

(Nancy Ramsey)
Packets of cards depicting Mount Diablo, Front Street, Southern Pacific
Depot, Tassajara School, “Grand Dames” of San Ramon, Alamo
Grammar School 1876, and a collection of assorted historical scenes are
available. Each packet contains 8 cards and 8 envelopes. Member price $3.50 per packet. Historic scene postcards are $0.20 each.
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Member’s Memorial Gift

NAMES HONORED BY MEMORIAL AND COMMEMORATIVE GIFTS, AND NAMES OF DONORS, ARE
ENTERED IN A BOOK OF MEMORY AND WILL BE PLACED IN OUR MUSEUM. For tax purposes, we are a
non-profit organization. You may make your donation to the Society or to the Museum — Please check box, below.
Make check to: San Ramon Valley Historical Society Memorial Fund.
Mail to: SAN RAMON VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY P.O. Box 521, Danville, CA 94526
This contribution to the Society REMEMBERS ( ), HONORS ( ),
This Donation for:
EXPRESSES APPRECIATION ( ), OTHER ( ). Please check one.
____SRVHS ____ MSRV
NAME _____________________________________________________________________
DONOR(S): Name(s) _________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
PLEASE NOTIFY:
Name ____________________________________________________
		
			Address __________________________________________________

Dinner Reservations
$23.00 per person
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO S.R.V.H.S. (Deadline January 19, 2016)
Mail to: S.R.V.H.S., P.O. Box 521, Danville, CA 94526

NAMES:_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Thursday,
January 21, 7 p.m.
San Ramon Royal Vista Golf Clubhouse
9430 Fircrest Lane
(North off Alcosta Blvd., San Ramon)
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Members’ Corner
The Board of Directors and fellow members of the Society extend a warm welcome to a new member:
Chiquis Bohm				
Kim Wightman Lampo			
Allison Nemir Thompson			
Lori Wightman Thompson			

San Ramon, CA.
San Ramon, CA
Reno, NV
Concord, CA

We hope that you will enjoy this organization. We urge you to attend the bi-monthly dinner meetings with
guest speakers discussing their areas of expertise, join the group on field trips, participate in the selection and
marking of historic sites in the San Ramon Valley, and share your views and experiences with other Society
members. We also urge you to learn about and support the activities of the Museum of the San Ramon Valley
and the San Ramon Historic Foundation.
The SRVHS Board of Directors has recommended an increase the society dues to $20 for a single person
and $30 for a couple. The Society Bylaws require membership approval. A vote on this issue will be taken at
the January 21, 2016 dinner meeting. This would take effect with the 2016 dues.
The SRVHS Board of directors has decided to increase the dinner fee to $23 per person so that the Society
dues do not subsidize dinner costs.
The Board of Directors for 2016 will be installed at the January 21st 2016 dinner meeting.

Museum News
Historic Icons of the Valley January 24 through February 29,2016.
The Historic Icons of the Valley exhibit will feature buildings that were vital to communities in the San Ramon
Valley. On display will be pictures, models, and artifacts of these iconic structures, which include the Danville
Hotel, Diablo Country Club’s Red Horse Tavern, the San Ramon General Store, and Tassajara School. Saturday
speakers at the Museum will discuss historic architecture and provide stories about each building and its history.
Town of Danville Tours
To schedule a tour, please call Eve/Donna at the museum at (925) 837-3750
General
When the Museum is open, a trained docent is always on duty and can provide exhibit tours for visitors.
Reserved tours are available during open or closed hours by appointment. Large groups are encouraged to call
ahead to assure that a docent is available specifically for your group.
The Museum of the San Ramon Valley is located on the southwest corner of Prospect and Railroad Avenues [P.O.
Box 39, Danville, CA, 94526, (925) 837-3750]. Hours: 1-4 pm Tuesday-Friday, 10 am-1 pm. Saturday, 12-3 pm
Sunday
.
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Thomas Bishop lived until 1906. His four sons took over the ranch. The ranch became an example of what could
be done with agriculture in the San Ramon Valley. There were cattle and Shropshire Sheep. Frank Rutherford
was hired as a ranch manager. He planted walnut groves and Bartlett Pears. Some irrigation was available for the
property. The San Ramon Valley began with grazing, then grains, then orchards. People in the valley purchased
land and made a living from the land in a variety of ways.
Another rancher who came in the 1860’s was Christian Wiedemann.
At the beginning of the 20th century, the population of all of the San Ramon Valley was around 2,000. At the
beginning of WWII, there were still about 2,000 people. A highway sign said “San Ramon Population 100”. Later
the sign said 300. It was not the largest community in the valley.
Pictures of cattle on the Glass Ranch, a Wiedemann harvester that was pulled by 16-24 horses (16-24 depending
on hill steepness), and an operating threshing machine with Joshua Bollinger standing in the picture with a hat on
and in a suit with a cane were shown. Joshua was the head of a pioneering family. They were illiterate but they
could work. A picture of women gathering and bagging walnuts on the Boone ranch was also shown.
San Ramon was a large community in the 1870’s and 1880’s. When the train came to the valley, Danville
became the biggest city. The Danville train station was downtown. The San Ramon station was a half mile away
from the center of town.
San Ramon was the end of the line for the valley railroad. A photo was shown of the San Ramon engine house
and locomotive turnaround. The engine stayed in the engine house overnight. When the train was ready to start
its return trip, a bell or whistle called for help to turn the turnaround. The engine balanced on the “gallows” turnaround
was turned by hand (4-6 men).
San Ramon was called Brewensville, Lynchville, and then Limerick. The train was called the San Ramon
Branch Line. San Ramon became the chosen name. The two-story combination depot was identical to those in
Concord, Walnut Creek, and Danville.
A Rose Peters Emery drawing of San Ramon village as she remembered it in 1916 showed stores, a saloon and
the grammar school that was built in 1867. The school building lasted for almost 100 years. San Ramon was a
thriving place.
Pictures taken in 1951 of the San Ramon Grammar School, the general store and post office were shown. Also
shown was a photo of Peter Thorup outside his shoe and boot store which he opened in 1875 and ran for 50 years.
A 1960’s aerial view of the Brass Door restaurant showed orchards behind. By 1964, the I-680 freeway
extended to Sycamore Valley Road and to Dublin by late 1966. The freeway went through the middle of the large
building next to the Brass Door. An off ramp was not planned for little San Ramon. A group of locals, led by
Howard Wiedemann, talked to local Congressman John Baldwin. He was successful in getting an off ramp.
The road planners agreed but wanted to wipe out the buildings in San Ramon. They felt the area was too
blighted and thought San Ramon should have a chance to start anew. The Brass Door was a gathering place for
some of the people who had worked on Congressman John Baldwin’s campaign.
One time John and the restaurant owner were discussing the proposed path of the freeway. John used the bar
phone to call a staff planner and asked if this were true. John then asked where the money was coming from for
the freeway. It was a federal project. The freeway was moved to the east and the buildings were spared.
After the freeway was built and tax policies were put in place that made ranching unprofitable, suburban
development came to San Ramon. City planning became popular. Irvine Ranch was an example of such a
planned city. In the late 1950’s and 1960’s developers Volk and McLain bought about 2,000 acres in Dublin
and San Ramon. As people moved into the Volk and McLain houses, they asked who was making the decisions
about their source of electricity and water and road construction.. The home owners developed a home owners
association in the southern part of San Ramon. Michael Wahlig was one of the leaders in the 1970’s. San
Ramon’s population had grown to 4,000.
(Continued on Page 4
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In the 1970’s Western Electric purchased Bishop Ranch, over 1,700 acres. Western Electric wanted a location
to produce transmission and electronic switching equipment. They also decided to create a “new city“. The 1971
master plan for the southern part of Bishop Ranch showed Inverness Park and Dame’s homes. The central part
was zoned for controlled manufacturing.
Masud Mehran sought to rejuvenate his Sunset Development Corporation. He had built homes in the Livermore
area. His son Alex returned from school and joined the Corporation. In 1978, they purchased 585 acres zoned for
controlled manufacturing in the Bishop Ranch Master Plan. The Mehrans planned to put a quarter of the property
in housing. Their plan required a master plan change. The Contra Costa County planner Tony Dehaesus sent
them to the San Ramon Home Owners Association. Michael Wahlig and the board made it very clear that they
had adopted this plan for Bishop Ranch, and more housing was not needed. On behalf of the SRHA, Michael
wrote a letter to Sunset Development stating that he thought a Business Park would be successful.
Alex looked at the possibilities. They built some office buildings which were quickly rented. Then Standard
Oil Chevron decided to leave San Francisco and move to the Bishop Ranch Business Park. Pacific Bell Telephone
also decided to move their offices to the park. Michael Wahlig always felt that Sunset Development should have
sent him a thank you letter.
Joe Covello was a leader in San Ramon’s incorporation efforts. Dublin incorporated in 1981; Danville
incorporated in 1982. In 1983, San Ramon voted by over 75 percent to incorporate, an overwhelming percentage.
The five initial council members in San Ramon were Mary Lou Oliver, Diane Schinnerer (who became mayor),
Richard Harmon, Wayne Bennett, and Jerry Ajlouny.
The new city was interested in addressing their 4 Ps: planning, police, public works, and parks.
Thirty years after incorporation, San Ramon has now decided to build a new city hall.
For decades, the city concentrated on other improvements in community centers and parks, not a city hall. A
drawing of the proposed San Ramon City Hall was shown. The building is scheduled to open to the public in the
spring of 2016.
The City Hall is symbolic of all the things San Ramon residents and business people have been trying to do over
the last thirty years. When they began in 1983, San Ramon village no longer existed. The school, the hall, stores,
and shops were gone. It wasn’t like Danville or Pleasanton. They worked on their identity and their downtown.
They are also restoring and improving their library near the new city hall.
Bishop Ranch is turning in a different direction as well. Currently people come to work and leave at the close
of business. There is a paradigm shift. A city center in Bishop Ranch is being planned. The current plan is very
similar to the 2007 drawing, but the architecture is different. A piazza, retail spaces, restaurants, and an upscale
movie theater are being planned. The effort is to have the workers not go right home after work, but to spend some
time in the park. In later years, the space between the city hall and the city center may include another piazza and
some housing.
San Ramon has been two cities, with North San Ramon and South San Ramon. Today there are challenges as
Dougherty Valley develops. The 1983 San Ramon had a population of 22,000 and was 7.1 square miles. Today
the population is almost 80,000 and 18.66 square miles - a dramatic challenge.
San Ramon Chronicles: Stories of Bygone Days by Beverly Lane is available at the museum. All proceeds go
to benefit the museum.

These are the members of San Ramon’s First City Council in 1983.
Mary Lou Oliver, Diane Schinnerer, Rick Harmon, Wayne Bennett, and Jerry Ajlouny.

This mastodon picture
is a Carl Buell drawing.

