
SAN RAMON VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Lewis and Clark Expedition-Key Decision Points 
was the topic at the September 21st Dinner Meeting

 The Black Bear Dinner is located adjacent to the Best Western Motel in Danville at I-680 and Camino 
Ramon (Use the Sycamore Valley Road exit from I-680).  The dinner cost is $23.00 per person.

Dessert is extra on your tab.  

Please make your reservation and share a great evening with us!  Over 47 Years Looking Back!

The East Bay Municipal Utility District will be Discussed 
at the November 16th Dinner Meeting

N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 7

     The most critical need for everyone in California is water!  Most of the time, it is in very short supply 
across the state, but sometimes it does not just rain but it pours and pours and pours.  Then California and 
even the San Ramon Valley can flood.  Chuck Fereira remembers when he and other SRV High School boys 
had to brace the eroding bank of San Ramon Creek across from the high school to prevent it from collapsing 
into the raging water.  When a dependable supply of water is easily available people here enjoy the good 
life.  So, the question is how did water actually arrive in our usually dry San Ramon Valley?  Kathryn Horn 
will share that account for the historical society on Thursday, November 16, 2017 with her presentation “Its 
name is MUD:  The Story of Water in the East Bay”.  She knows her tale well since she is EBMUD’s 
Community Affairs Representative.  Join us and be grateful we have access to good clean water.

The San Ramon Valley Historical Society will meet in the party room of the Black Bear Diner.
We will gather at 6:30 pm, begin dinner at 7 pm, and then enjoy our speaker!

     Walnut Creek historian Mark Jordan presented a fascinating examination of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition of 1804-1805.  Their exploration of a western portion of the North American continent set 
the stage for countless Americans to move west and settle the country.
     For many years Thomas Jefferson had drempt of a water route to the Pacific Ocean.  In 1801 he was 
elected president of the United States.  Thoughts could be put into action!  For two years Jefferson and 
his personal secretary and friend, 28 year old Meriwether Lewis, had nightly discussions.  In 1803, 
Jefferson asked Lewis for a budget for the expedition.  Jefferson instructed      (continued on page 2)
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Lewis and told Congress that the expedition’s purpose was to explore the Missouri River and its 
communication with the waters to the Pacific Ocean so that for purposes of commerce the most direct 
and practical route across the continent might be found.  Mark showed a budget list of $2500 that 
Jefferson presented to Congress -this was roughly 7 % of the actual cost! 
     Serendipitously, the Louisiana Purchase occurred about a month before the expedition embarked.  
Lewis received the additional charge to scope and measure the extent of the Louisiana Territory and 
record the various native tribes living within it.  
     Jefferson essentially gave Lewis a blank check.  They planned to conduct the expedition with 10 to 
12 men.  Lewis went to Harpers Ferry, Lancaster, and on to Philadelphia for supplies, and to receive 
instructions he would need in astronomy, botany, zoology, natural history, ethnography, and medicine 
from the foremost scientists of the day.  Supplies included guns, powder, lead, tools, lanterns, cloth, 
mosquito netting, food, whiskey, pens, ink, and paper.  Lewis soon realized he needed more than ten 
men.  He invited William Clark, his old commander, to join him with the rank of Captain and co-
command.  Mark quoted from their exchanged letters of June 19, 1803 and July 18, 1803.  Clark had 
needed qualities: an excellent frontiersman, experience with natives, an even temper, and a sunny 
disposition. There is no evidence of dissension between them for the entire journey. They were well 
matched, and both respected leaders.   
     Equipment was shipped to Pittsburg.  Lewis arrived there on July 15, 1803.  However, the boat 
builder was a drunkard and had not finished the keel boat.  He was delayed the additional six weeks it 
took to finish the keel boat.  John Coulter and George Shannon were with Lewis when he left Pittsburg 
on August 31.  They worked their way down the very low Ohio River.  Lewis met Clark near Louisville 
on October 15.  Clark added seven men to the roster including the two Field brothers and John Shields, 
a blacksmith.  The count omits one person, Clark’s slave York.  York made the entire trip, did 
everything commanded of him, endured the hardships, and traveled the 8,000 miles, but received no 
recognition or reward, and remained a slave.  
     They reached the Mississippi on November 13, and ascended to the mouth of the Missouri by the 
middle of December.  Clark encamped the men, enhanced by a significant number of recruits.  Lewis 
went to St Louis to continue to supply the now expanded mission.  While they wintered, Clark trained 
the men and rigged three boats.  George Truinger, joined the expedition. He was half Indian half 
Frenchman, an excellent hunter, scout, and proficient in the sign language of the plains.   
     Just before they left camp, Lewis received a disappointing letter from the War Department.  Clark 
had been appointed Second Lieutenant, not Captain.  Clark was not happy but Lewis told Clark no one 
on the expedition would know he was not a Captain and would remain co-leader.  Clark agreed to 
continue.  It was not known for nearly eight years that Clark had not been appointed captain.  
     The expedition set out May 14, 1804.  The group included two Captains, twenty-five soldiers, a 
secondary contingent of six soldiers, a group of eight French boatmen, who knew the river well to guide 
the two additional boats.  A partial list of supplies included: 3400 pounds of flour, 3750 pounds of corn 
and corn meal, 50 kegs of salt pork, 750 pounds of salt, 560 pounds of biscuits, 112 pounds of sugar, 50 
pounds of coffee, 100 pounds of lard, 600 pounds of grease, 74 additional bushels of corn and corn 
meal, portable dehydrated soup, and 120 gallons of whiskey.  Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, John 
Ordway, Patrick Gass, William Floyd, and Joseph Whitehouse kept journals.  The journals kept by 
Nathanial Pryor and Robert Frazer were lost.                                                  (continued on page 3)

Lewis and Clark Expedition  (Continued)
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     There were calamities and near calamities along the way. On May 23, 1804, their ninth day out, 
Lewis ascended the 300 foot high cliffs at the Said Cave. Hanging over the water he fell and almost 
died.  The next day, they almost lost their keel boat on a sand bar.  This would have ended the 
expedition.  The Missouri River produced many challenges.  It was muddy and full of debris.  Channels  
were hidden.  Occasionally, a hoisted sail could move a boat, but usually the smaller White and the Red 
Pirogue boats as well as the keel boat were oared, poled or pulled.  Progress might be ten miles a day. 
    Sergeant Charles Floyd was the only member of the expedition to die on the journey, probably due to 
appendicitis.  He was buried on the top of a bluff.  George Shannon appeared and rejoined the party 
after disappearing from the group twelve days earlier.  He had nearly starved with only grapes and one 
rabbit to eat and no bullets for his gun. 
     On July 19 they entered the prairie. There was long grass and wild life: badger, bull snake, 
porcupine, beaver, wild turkey, red fox, rattlesnakes, egrets, elk, deer, coyote, prairie dogs, wolves, jack 
rabbits, and large herds of Bison.  Lewis prepared a speech for the natives, nearly 2500 words which 
had to be translated by a native speaker or by sign language.  The speech treated the natives like 
children and did not offer things they wanted, such as guns, ammunition, metal tools, and whiskey.  The 
natives were not interested in anyone’s claim of sovereignty.  
     Before entering Sioux territory, Dorion was taken on as a translator.  They first encountered the 
Yankton Sioux, and all went well.  The Sioux camps were handsome collections of conic forms covered 
with colorfully painted buffalo robes.  Dorion was left with the Yankton when the expedition moved on, 
a mistake!  They next encountered the Teton Sioux and Sitting Bull, of Custer fame.  The Teton Sioux 
controlled the traffic on the Missouri River, and demanded goods.  Lewis started his speech, but 
stopped without a translator.  Lewis and Clark invited several chiefs onboard the keelboat and offered 
whiskey.  The situation became troublesome and Clark escorted them to shore.  Three warriors took 
hold of a boat cable, and a chief clung to a mast.  The chiefs felt they had not received sufficient gifts.  
Cannons were loaded, arrows were drawn.  Then one chief removed the boat cable from the warriors 
and ordered them away.  Tension dissipated.  After things settled down, Clark invited the chiefs back 
onto the boat and they traveled up the river a bit.  The Teton Sioux persuaded them to spend the evening 
with them in the Indian camp.  Lewis and Clark were carried into the camp on buffalo robes and placed 
inside their council house.  The Indians entertained them with dances, including a war dance, and 
offered them women, which they apparently declined.  Two days later they continued upstream.

     By the end of October, the river was low and about to ice over.  They 
stopped at the Mandan villages near what is now Bismarck, North Dakota.  
The Mandan Indians were permanent residents and grew food crops.  The 
Mandan Villages served a trade network from all directions.  The people were 
a source of information.  Members of the Expedition built Fort Mandan, 
hunted Bison, gathered what food they could.  Unable to gather enough, the 
two blacksmiths made metal weapons to trade with the Indians for food.  
During the winter, Lewis wrote his notes.  Clark worked on his maps.  Winter 

temperatures that year went to -40 °F.  The men socialized with the friendly Mandan women.  A 
Frenchman named Charbonneau visited them November 4, 1804.  He spoke the Hidatsa language.  He 
was engaged to join the expedition and bring one of his squaws to interpret the Snake (Shoshone) 
language.  The selected squaw was a sixteen year old pregnant girl – Sacagawea.  February 11, 1805, 
Sacagawea delivered a baby boy, Juan Baptiste Charbonneau.                 (continued on page 4)
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Lewis and Clark Expedition  (Continued)

M u s e u m  N e w s   

September 8 to November 5:  California Indian Life.   

November 21 to December 31:  Christmas Memories featuring the Tassajara School 

Town of Danville Tours:  To schedule a tour, please call Eve/Donna at the museum at (925) 837-3750.

General:  When the Museum is open, a trained docent is always on duty and can provide exhibit 
tours for visitors.  Reserved tours are available during open or closed hours by appointment.  Large 
groups are encouraged to call ahead to assure that a docent is available specifically for your group.

The Museum of the San Ramon Valley is located on the southwest corner of Prospect & Railroad 
Avenues, and accessible via the Iron Horse Trail  [P.O. Box 39, Danville, CA, 94526, (925) 837-3750]

Hours:  1-4 pm Tuesday-Friday, 10 am-1 pm Saturday, 12-3 pm Sunday.

        The party leaving Fort Mandan for the West included Captain Meriwether Lewis and “Captain” 
William Clark; George Drouillard; York; Sgts. John Ordway, Nathaniel Pryor, and Patrick Gass; Pvts. 
Pierre Cruzatte, John Colter, George Shannon, John Shields, Robert Frazer, Ruben Field, Joseph Field, 
William Bratton, John Collins, George Gibson, Silas Goodrich, Hugh Hall, Thomas Howard, Hugh 
McNeal, John Potts, John Thompson, Peter Weiser, William Werner, Joseph Whitehouse, Alexander 
Willard, Richard Windsor, Francois LaBiche, Jean Baptiste LePage; Touissant Charbonneau, 
Sacagawea and her baby (Jean Baptiste - “Pomp”); and Lewis’s Newfoundland dog Seaman.
     On April 7, 1805 the party proceeded up the Missouri River towards the Great Falls.  They passed 
the confluence of the Yellowstone River and the White Cliffs.  On July 2, 1805, they reached an 
unexpected fork in the river.  Which one held the Great Falls?  The river on the right was muddy, the 
other clear.  Clark explored the left branch and Lewis the right.  Both returned having found nothing.  
Next, all the boatmen chose the right branch, Lewis and Clark the left.  Lewis went farther ahead, in 
two he days saw a spray rise above the plain like a column of smoke.  He was stunned to discover four 
large falls above the Great Falls.  They would have to portage along the south side of the river.  The 
portage was about eighteen miles.  Wagons were constructed.  Canoes were loaded on the wagons and 
with great exertion the wagons were pulled across the prairie -not the easy float to the Pacific Ocean 
they had expected.  The Prairie was covered with Prickly Pear.  Thin leather moccasins offered little 
protection.  The Great Falls portage took a month.  They encountered grizzly bears.  McNeal was treed 
by a grizzly for several hours.  At dusk, the bear left and McNeal found his horse and returned to camp.  
Sacagawea became ill.  She was given water from a sulfur spring and recovered.  On June 29 they 
encountered a severe hail storm, then on July 4 ran out of whiskey.
     On reaching the Three Forks and Beaver Head Rock Sacagawea began to recognize the area, her 
home, but no Shoshone!  She had been kidnapped when eleven years old by the Hidatsa and married to 
Charbonneau.  Lewis set out up creek with four men.  They saw an Indian on horseback.  They needed 
horses the Shoshone Indians had to cross the mountains to the                       (continued on page 5)
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Columbia water shed.  Lewis was ecstatic and attempted to attract the rider, who advanced, but seeing 
Shields continue to move on his flank, turned and fled.  Lewis was furious.  Two days later, August 12, 
1805, they reached the headwaters of the Missouri River at Lemhi Pass.  Mounting to the top of the 
pass they saw continuous ridges.  On the valley floor they encountered several groups of Shoshone.  
The first group fled.  The second was a group of women, who knelt fearing execution.  Lewis gave 
them gifts.  The third was a group of mounted warriors who surrounded them.  The women were 
peacemakers and the Shoshone warriors embraced them.  Lewis obtained some information about the 
geography ahead.  He asked the Shoshone for help back over the pass with horses.  The Shoshone were 
fearful of a trap, and hostilities between tribes, but agreed and accompanied him back to reunite with 
Clark, the men, and their boats.  
     Communicating with the Shoshone was important and difficult.  Lewis spoke English to LaBiche, 
who spoke French to Charbonneau, who spoke Hidatsa to Sacagawea, who spoke Shoshone to Chief 
Cameahwait.  Then the process was reversed.  At first Sacagawea was glad to be able converse more 
intelligibly, then, she recognized Cameahwait was her brother!  Weeping, she ran to embrace him all 
while continuing to interpret through her tears.  Lewis had thought Sacagawea indifferent to her plight, 
and never admitted how wrong he had been.  This conference confirmed that a water route was 
impossible.  Native trails to the north would be used to get over the mountains.  On August 13, Lewis 
turned 31.  He resolved that in the future he would live for mankind - in the past, he had lived for 
himself .  
     While Clark scouted, Lewis portaged with the aid of Shoshone horses, and women, their secondary 
carriers of burden.  Clark returned and confirmed the Salmon River to be impassable.  Seeing the 
expedition needed horses, the Shoshone became capitalists and demanded higher prices.  Still, Lewis 
and Clark were able to get some horses to help the expedition over the mountains.  They also hired Old 
Toby, a Shoshone, to guide them.  They went over Lost Trail Pass into the Bitterroot Valley.  They met 
the Salish Indians who had abundant numbers of horses.  The explorers were able to purchase some, 
then followed the Bitterroot River north.  At Travelers Rest Toby directed them to turn west, and also 
told them of a route east which would take them to the Great Falls in only a few days.  They started 
over the mountains.  On Sept. 16, it began to snow.  On Sept. 18 Clark and a small party went ahead 
and spotted a great level prairie some 60 miles distant, where Toby told them they would find the 
waters of the Columbia River.  September 20 they arrived and met the Nez Perce, who provided food, 
fish and roots, and also planned to kill them.  A woman, who had been kidnapped earlier, was raised by 
whites and negotiated.  Sacagawea’s presence helped.  The Nez Perce became allies.  
     The diet of fish and roots made them ill.  They ate only game when it was available, each man might 
consume as much as nine pounds of meat a day (their calculation).  On occasion they caught fish, but 
did not care for Salmon.  
     While they were with the Nez Perce, Clark scouted the Clearwater River and determined they would 
need to make canoes.  Lewis branded their horses and planned to leave them with the Nez Perce.  He 
would collect them on their return trip.  Old Toby left the expedition and returned to the Shoshone.  (He 
was never heard from again and never collected the pay due him.)  The party headed down the 
Clearwater River by canoe and on October 10, reached the Snake River.  They took chances on rapids 
that normally would have been portaged and lost some gear.  On October 16 they reached the Columbia 
River.  They encountered the Walla Walla tribe, relatives of the Nez              (continued on page 6)
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Perce.  They passed villages where the Indians were catching and piling Salmon.  Indians of one village 
they came upon trembled in fear until they saw Sacagawea.  A squaw never accompanied a war party in 
this region.  The Indians became friendly.  Sacagawea was the expedition’s ambassador. 
     They portaged Celilo Falls on October 22.  They reached the Short Narrows and the Long Narrows 
and safely boated these obstacles, stopping at The Dalles to rest and repair their canoes.  Here the 
weather and the tribes changed.  The east side was dry, the west side wet and forested.  They were now 
in the Chinook Tribe territory.  The Chinook wore European trade goods and were good capitalists.  
Lewis hated this.  When the Columbia River became affected by tides they knew they were getting 
close to the ocean.  The weather was rainy.  On November 7, Clark saw the estuary to the Pacific 
Ocean.  Lewis and Clark and their men were not able to maneuver their canoes.  The Indians were 
admired for their skill, but were viewed as savages.  The expedition did not learn the necessary skills 
from them.  
     On November 24, 1805, the Officers assembled to choose the place for their winter quarters.  A 
partial list of those given a vote in the decision included George Drewyer, McNeal, York, and Janey 
(Sacagawea) -a black man and an Indian teenage woman!  They finished Fort Clatsop on Christmas 
Day.  Twelve days of sunshine were reported in the four months they spent there.  Food was scarce.   
The routine was boring.  Several men were sent to the coast to make salt.  Others made clothing.(The 
expedition members wore leather and cloth clothing.)  The natives wore garments made of reed like 
materials. They were virtually naked, but apparently comfortable.  Lewis wrote his journals.  Clark 
made his maps.  Everyone was uncomfortable and complaining.  A whale was beached.  Clark set out to 
buy meat and blubber.  Sacagawea determined to accompany him, as she’d come so far, to see the Great 
Ocean.  Clark bought some meat and blubber from the Indians.  He bought what he could with his 
limited tradable goods.  They had planned to leave Fort Clatsop on April 1.  But impatience grew and 
they left on March 23.   
     As they proceeded up river, they saw many tribes they had not seen earlier.  When they reached The 
Dalles, they decided to go overland rather than proceed up river against the current.  They needed 
horses.  They had difficulty trading with the natives, but ultimately got enough to carry their gear.  
Clark used ingenuity and his medical skills in trying to get favorable trade.  He applied camphor to the 
back of the wife of a chief.  She felt restored.  That was worth two horses!  As they continued up river 
they encountered the hospitable Yakima and Walla Walla tribes where they received food and wood.  
One evening while Cruzatte played his fiddle, 350 Indians arose and danced.  Everyone enjoyed the 
experience.  Clark continued to apply his physician skills to obtain favorable trade.  Their stock of 
tradable goods was very low.
     As they retraced their steps, they reached the Clearwater River.  They met the Nez Perce, who 
returned their horses.  It was May 7 and the Bitterroot Mountains would be impassable until June or 
later.  Their diet changed to horse.  They remained with the Nez Perce until June 10, but returned when 
they encountered snow banks twelve feet deep.  They hired several Nez Perce to guide them and left 
again on June 24.  On June 29, they reached Lolo Hot Springs, where everyone enjoyed a warm bath.  
They proceeded to Travelers Rest where on July 3,1806, they each set out on an expedition with 
entirely different results.  They planned to meet at the confluence of the Missouri and Yellowstone 
Rivers.  Lewis and his contingent went north and east.  Clark and his group (Sacagawea and York 
included) headed south.                                                                                       (continued on page 7)
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       Clark proceeded up the Bitterroot Valley but 
just before they reached the Long Trail Pass, 
they bore to the east using information from 
Indians.  They crossed over a height of land, 
through a gap in the mountains, and arrived at 
Camp Fortunate.  They uncovered the cache and 
loaded the canoes.  Some men paddled the 
canoes to the Three Forks, others rode horses.  
At Three Forks, Sgt. Ordway was put in charge 
of taking the canoes to Great Falls, where he 
was to meet the Lewis contingent.  
     Clark then set out to find the Yellowstone 
River.  Sacagawea recommended a gap in the 
mountains more to the south.  Clark took it.  
They went over Bozeman Pass and arrived at the 
Yellowstone River.  That night, half of their horses (about twenty) were stolen, probably by the Crow 
Indians.  Clark told Sgt. Pryor and three other men to take the remaining horses and continue the 
mission.  Clark ordered two new canoes be built.  On July 24, the canoes were lashed together 
catamaran style, and they headed down the Yellowstone River.  On the second night out, Pryor and his 
men had all of their horses stolen.  They turned back to the Yellowstone River, made two Bull Boats, 
hopped in, and chased after Clark.  Clark reached the confluence of the Missouri on August 3.  He was 
supposed to wait for Lewis there, but the mosquitoes were bad so they continued down the river.  Five 
days later, Pryor and his men caught up to Clark.  
     On advice of his Nez Perce guides, Lewis took his men north on the Bitterroot, and then ascended 
the Blackfoot River which took them to the Great Falls.  They then arrived at the Upper Portage Camp.  
Lewis planned to take seven men to explore this part of the Louisiana Purchase agreement.  The others 
were to wait for Ordway to arrive with their canoes.  During the night, many of their horses were stolen.  
Lewis did not have enough mounts for seven men.  So he decided to enter inhospitable Blackfoot 
country with three men.  The others rode the horses and executed the portage in six days.  On July 16, Lewis 
and his men set out on foot to discover if the Marias flowed to Canada in the north.  They found it flowed 
from the west.  They turned back to the Missouri.  On July 26, Lewis saw eight Blackfoot.  They sat down 
together and smoked.  They decided to spend the night together.  In the morning, Lewis was awakened by a 
scuffle.  A native had seized their guns and started to run off.   In recovering their guns two blackfoot were 
killed and a bullet whizzed by Lewis’s head.  They returned to camp, took some Blackfoot horses and 
rode as fast as they could across the prairie fearing pursuit.  They rode uninterrupted for sixty three 
miles.  They stopped for one and a half hours and rode another sixteen miles.  They stopped for two 
hours, and then traveled until 2 am.  They were tired.  They had covered one hundred miles in that 
stretch.  They arose sore, but resumed their journey.  As they neared the Missouri on July 28 they heard 
gunfire.  It was Ordway, they were reunited.  The three men released their horses, and boarded the 
canoes bound for the Yellowstone.  When they arrived on August 7, they found a note Clark had gone 
down river to escape the mosquitoes.                                                     (continued on page 8)

Mark Jordan, Jerry Warren
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In Memoriam
 

     Marge, born in San Ramon when the city limit sign read "POP. 101", passed away on Oct. 7, after 
complications from an ataxia disease, at the age of 76.  Her Portuguese family initially arrived from the 
Azores to San Ramon in the 1850's and settled as cattle ranchers.  As the Valley expands over decades the 
Thomas Ranch continues to survive, along with the memories and stories of Marge's life and her pioneering 
family.  Marge attended a two room school house in San Ramon, and later graduated from San Ramon 
Valley High School in 1958, where she met her sweetheart Larry Zaharis.  Marge and Larry were married at 
St. Isadore's and were united in marriage for nearly 59 years.  Marge was devoted to her family and friends.  
She enjoyed creative art projects, leading 4H classes, playing women's softball, cooking, world travel, and 
years of volunteering at the Danville Presbyterian Church.
     Marge was preceded in death by her parents, Ernie Thomas and Eleanor Thomas, and her brother "little" 
Ernie Thomas.  Marge is survived by her husband Larry Zaharis of San Ramon, her two children Debbie 
Chewning and Tom Zaharis, her sister Patti Thomas Martin, and her two grandchildren Rebecca Arber and 
Stephen Chewning, along with an array of friends and other family members.
     A Celebration of Life to recognize Marge will take place on the Thomas Ranch, when the hills are green 
and the flowers are in display, during the spring of 2018, announcements to follow.  And, please make any 
donations in Marge's honor to the National Ataxia Foundation, 600 Highway 169 South, Suite 1725 
Minneapolis, MN 55426 or at www.ataxia.org. 

The information above was taken from the East Bay Times, October 15, 2017.

Marjorie Jean Thomas Zaharis
April 2, 1941 - October 7, 2017
Lifelong Resident of San Ramon

Lewis and Clark Expedition  (Continued)

     Lewis pursued the Clark party, but on August 11 determined they should stop to hunt.  They killed 
one elk and wounded another.  Quisate went in another direction, saw movement, and fired his gun.  He 
shot Lewis in the buttocks.  Quisate was blind in one eye and mistook Lewis, who was wearing dark 
clothing, for the wounded elk.  The bullet passed through one cheek, came out the other cheek, and the 
50 caliber bullet lodged in Lewis’s pants.  Lewis dressed his wounds.  Lewis was then compelled to 
travel downriver lying on his stomach in the canoe.  Next, they met two trappers who said Clark was 
just in front of them.  On August 12, the entire party was reunited.  Clark was worried for Lewis.  
     The entire expedition then proceeded to the Mandan Villages. Here, John Coulter left the expedition 
and became one of the foremost mountain men of the west.  Clark, Charbonneau and the baby parted.  
Lewis referred to Charbonneau as a man of no particular consequence.  Clark’s affection for him was 
great.  His wife, who accompanied him on the long, dangerous, and fatiguing route to the Pacific Ocean 
and back deserved a greater reward for her services than Clark had the power to give her.  Sacagawea 
received nothing for her services.  This was a bitter sweet parting for the four of them.  Indeed, Clark  
had raised the baby, who also became one of the most famous mountain      (continued on page 10)
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he Story of 
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ay!

Need a Ride To The Society Meeting On November 16th?   Contact Bill Lloyd

Visit - SRVHistoricalSociety.org
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The Lewis and Clark Expedition  (Concluded)

men of the west, as his own son.  He last lived in Auburn, California.  He died in 1866.  
     The river conveyed them downstream.  The first people they encountered had thought them all dead.  
At this point they got from the traders something that they hadn’t for a year, whiskey.  Then on a wet 
and disagreeable morning, September 23, 1806, they arrived in site of St Louis, and fired three rounds.  
People gathered on shore and cheered.  The travelers got out of their canoes and rejoiced that they had 
completed the expedition.  The expedition members returned to their homes and wrote over one million 
words about the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  
     There was a question about the death of Lewis.  There were three eyewitnesses;  Lewis committed 
suicide.  The story of the journals was interesting.  Jefferson expected Lewis to publish the journals.  
Lewis delayed this and Jefferson became concerned.  When Lewis died, Clark ultimately published the 
journals under Jefferson’s pressure.

This information was taken from Mark’s presentation, which he performs live, 
and may also be viewed on Contra Costa TV or u-tube. 


