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n!

Need a Ride To The Society Meeting On September 21st?   Contact Bill Lloyd

Visit - SRVHistoricalSociety.org

San Ramon’s 150 Year History 
was the topic at the May 18th Dinner Meeting

 The Black Bear Dinner is located adjacent to the Best Western Motel in Danville at I-680 and Camino 
Ramon (Use the Sycamore Valley Road exit from I-680).  The dinner cost is $23.00 per person.

Dessert is extra on your tab.  

Please make your reservation and share a great evening with us!  Over 47 Years Looking Back!

The Lewis and Clark Expedition-Key Decision Points will be Discussed
 at the September 21st Dinner Meeting
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San Ramon’s 150 Year History  (Concluded)

September 2017

     San Ramon Mayor Bill Clarkson presented a program, highlighting the heritage and development of 
San Ramon from village to city.  Bill began by illustrating a December 9, 1867 journey from Mission 
San Jose to an afternoon celebration in San Ramon.  (Mission San Jose was in full operating order until 
the 1868 earth quake left it uninhabitable.)  
     The journey started on the foot path up Sunol Pass.  (Wagons had to come up Niles Canyon.)  East 
of Sunol Pass in Niles Canyon and on towards Pleasanton there was great activity.  Grading was 
occurring for the railroad tracks that would be laid the following year.  The tracks would follow the 10 
to 12 million year old Alameda Creek that flows through Niles Canyon.  Were it not for this creek bed 
the San Ramon Valley would be flooded up to Crow Canyon.
    Today’s Foothill Road was known as the little El Camino Real.  The trail stretched from the old 
capital in San Jose to the capital in Benicia.  Just outside Sunol was a large Rancheria, an Indian camp.  
Over 200 Indians worked for José Maria Amador.  Most of the men would have been out working.  The 
women and children would have been tending to the daily chores.  This area was later covered when 
I-680 was built.  Further up the road, Phoebe Hearst bought property and built an estate and horse farm.  
Randolph was raised there for a while.  Continuing up Foothill, off to the right      (continued on page 2)

because the train stopped in San Ramon and the passenger traffic never occurred.  The beautiful train 
station was just like Danville’s and existed until 1927.  The passenger traffic was so small, that the 
station disappeared.  A tiny shack replaced it.  Mr. Borel bought the shack and moved it to his property 
where it is today.  Mr. Borel also has the twelve foot long San Ramon Station sign on his property.  
     Forest Home Farms built a large warehouse next to the track off of Pine Valley Road.  It was a flag 
station.  If the flag was out, the train stopped and items were loaded onto the train.  It was not a 
passenger station.  This made two train stations in San Ramon at this time.  In 1940 strong winds came 
through San Ramon.  The warehouse was blown down, grain scattered.  Mr. Boone gathered the wood, 
moved it to his farm, and reconstructed it on his property.  Today this is the tractor barn at Forest Home 
Farms.  
     The train coming to the valley was the final blow for the San Ramon Village.  The building of the 
Community Hall in 1911 was the only major building constructed in the Village during this time.  The 
railroad did make Bishop Ranch one of the major farming communities in the world.

The information above was taken from Bill’s talk on May 18th.  Some information on Rolla Glass was taken from 
Claudia Nemir’s SRVHS talk on May 21, 2009. 

Walnut Creek historian and actor Mark Jordan will present a fascinating program on the 1804-05 expedition 
of Lewis & Clark, whose explorations paved the way for American westward migration, including to our 

own San Ramon Valley.  This program will run about 90 minutes, so be prepared to be riveted just a bit later!

The San Ramon Valley Historical Society will meet in the party room of the Black Bear Diner.
We will gather at 6:30 pm, begin dinner at 7 pm, and then enjoy our speaker!



The Sales Table ̶  ~~  Nancy Ramsey 

Packets of cards depicting Mount Diablo, Front Street, 
Southern Pacific Depot, Tassajara School,  “Grand Dames” 

of San Ramon, Alamo Grammar School 1876, and a 
collection of assorted historical scenes are available.

Each packet contains 8 cards and 8 envelopes. 

Member Price - $3.50 per 8 card packet
Historic scene postcards are $0.20 each

Dinner Reservat ions

$23.00 per person

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO S.R.V.H.S.  (Deadline September 19, 2017)
Mail to:  S.R.V.H.S., P. O. Box 521, Danville, CA 94526

   NAMES: ______________________________________________

                    ______________________________________________        

Black Bear Dinner 
807 Camino Ramon, in Danville
(at I-680 and Camino San Ramon in Danville)

T h u r s d a y
S e p t e m b e r  2 1 ,  7  p . m .

Do stop by the Sales Table

www.SRVHistoricalSociety.org

Member’s Memorial Gift
NAMES HONORED BY MEMORIAL AND COMMEMORATIVE GIFTS, AND NAMES OF DONORS, ARE 

ENTERED IN A BOOK OF MEMORY AND WILL BE PLACED IN OUR MUSEUM.  For tax purposes, we are
a non-profit organization.  You may make your donation to the society or to the Museum - Please check box below.

Make check to: San Ramon Valley Historical Society Memorial Fund.  Please ✓ for:  ☐ SRVHS     ☐ MSRV
Mail to:  SAN RAMON VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY  P. O. Box 521, Danville, CA 94526
This contribution    ☐ REMEMBERS      ☐ HONORS      ☐ EXPRESSES APPRECIATION      ☐ OTHER

          NAME ____________________________________________________________________

          DONOR Name(s) ____________________________________________________________

                          Address ____________________________________________________________

          PLEASE NOTIFY   Name _____________________________________________________

                                          Address ____________________________________________________ 

San Ramon’s 150 Year History  (Continued)
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had been a large lake.  (It was similar to Tulare Lake in the San Joaquin Valley.)  Amador drained the 
lake.  The last part of the road went to the church in Dougherty Station.  Behind the church was the 
cemetery.  Most of the early settlers from Crow Canyon Road south were buried here.  Early settlers in 
the valley north of Crow Canyon Road were usually buried in the Alamo Cemetery.  
     There was an east-west road just past the church.  The treacherous road went west down Dublin 
Canyon.  To the east was Amador’s Hacienda, where James Dougherty lived in 1867.  He was the 
largest property owner in the area in 1867.  Amador chose the spot because of a natural spring.  The 
spring provided a large reservoir of water.  The spillway is most probably the oldest structure in the 
valley.  This natural spring continues to run and is visible today.  It may be the most important feature in 
the entire valley.  
     In 1867, the San Ramon Road going north was the Martinez Road.  A road going to a person’s house 
usually carried the name of the house owner.  Crow Canyon Road was named for the Kroh family, who 
came from Germany.  Roads in the 1860’s were not straight.  Many routes were re-aligned when I-680 
was built.
     In 1852, Alameda County was part of Contra Costa County.  Joel Harlan built his house near where 
two creeks came from nearby hills.  The problem is that creeks dry up in droughts.  In 1853, Joel 
Harlan’s brother-in-law was marking the county line for the new Alameda County.  He picked Joel’s 
house for a landmark and ran the Alameda County line through it.  Joel got tax bills from both Alameda 
and Contra Costa Counties.  After a couple of years, Joel moved the house.  The Spanish always built 
their houses near springs.
     One reason Amador sold his property in 1846, was the Bear Flag Rebellion.  All the land from San 
Diego to Sonora was Spanish mission and presence.  There were about 8,000 Spanish here then.  Thus 
200 men well-armed on horseback could conquer the state.  Fremont came out of Sonoma, imprisoned 
Vallejo, and came through the San Ramon Valley.  As he came down the San Ramon Valley, Mr. Russell 
and the Harlan’s were with him.  After taking care of business with the Mexican Government, some of 
the group returned to the San Ramon Valley.  Russell was one of them.  Fremont returned to the 
Amador Hacienda.  Amador had 10,000 head of cattle and many horses.  Fremont stole 200 of his best 
horses.  Amador was polite and asked to be paid in ounces of gold.  Fremont’s response was that he 
would be paid one ounce of lead per rifle.  Amador was not paid.  
     The Forest Home Farms property was first owned by Samuel Russell.  Later on, Samuel Russell, 
who was a Mormon, decided to return to Salt Lake City, where he had three wives.  He brought his 
favorite wife and a few children back to California.  For this action, Samuel was ex-communicated in 
Salt Lake City.  The first thing he did when he returned in 1852 was to build a barn.  Then he built a 
house!  The barn is the oldest known structure in the San Ramon and Amador Valleys.  The barn is 
currently being disassembled piece by piece, and will be reconstructed to last under current building 
codes.  When the Boone’s bought the property, they lived in the Russell house while their house was 
built.  To the left of the Boone House is the Russell House.  Our speaker hopes to find a way to restore 
the three room Russell House.  It is now used as a storage room.  
     The original Glass House burned due to a kitchen fire.  The second Glass House had a separate 
kitchen.  Bill described Rolla Glass as a chubby little kid about three months old.  Rolla attended UC 
Berkeley, became a miner, and went to Bolivia to work.  He worked in the mines, advancing to 
superintendent.  He hired Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, to help him run the payroll between 
camps.  Butch and Sundance ran the payroll for two years, but it was boring, so they quit.  They were 
killed in a shoot-out less than a year later.  Rolla died in Buenos Aires.       (continued on page 3)
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Podva/Shuey Home to Receive Commemorative Plaque
Presentation and unveiling set for September 23

September 2017September 2017

In Memoriam
 Joyce Beverly Apostolo

April 20, 1943-August 17, 2017
Resident of Danville

 

     Joyce passed away on August 17th after complications from a stroke.  Born in Oakland, Joyce was the 
youngest daughter of Norman and Eleanor Hanson.  Her family later moved to Lafayette where she attended 
Acalanes High School.  After marrying Jerry Apostolo, they raised their daughter in Martinez and 
eventually moved to Danville.  Joyce worked as a book keeper and enjoyed spending her time with family 
and friends baking, picnicking, traveling, and volunteering to help others.  Joyce was very active with her 
Grace Church Outreach, Shelter Inc., and Loaves and Fishes, where she fed the hungry and supplied full 
backpacks for children in need.  Joyce is survived by her beloved husband Jerry, daughter Laura Wedow 
(Bret), grandchildren Keila and Jeret, and her sister Sally Hanson.  
     A memorial service was held at Grace Episcopal Church, 130 Muir Station Rd., Martinez, CA on 
Saturday, September 2nd at 10:30 am.  In lieu of flowers, we ask that contributions be made to Shelter Inc., 
or Loaves and Fishes of Contra Costa County, 835 Ferry St., Martinez, CA  94553.

The information above was taken from the East Bay Times, August 27, 2017.

Joyce Diana Ralph
July 18, 1935 - July 10 2017

Resident of Alamo
     Joyce passed away unexpectedly on Monday, July 10th at the age of 81.  Born to Rose and Lovey 
Battaglini on July 18, 1935 in Oakland CA, Joyce grew up in Danville, graduating from San Ramon Valley 
High School and Heald Business College.  She worked at the U.C. Lawrence Lab in Berkeley where she 
met and married her late husband, Clifford Ralph of Livermore.  The two moved to Alamo in 1959 where 
they raised three children and Joyce resided for the past 58 years.  
     Joyce was a generous and loving wife, mother, and grandmother.  Her children and grandchildren were 
her pride and joy, and she devoted most of her time and energy to her family.  Joyce was an uniquely 
compassionate, hospitable, warm caring friend who offered her home to so many so often.  Her home was a 
gathering place where you immediately felt welcomed and loved.  She was a fabulous cook and enjoyed 
entertaining and feeding anyone who stopped by to visit.  “What can I get you to eat?” was the first thing 
Joyce said when she greeted you.  Family traditions were treasured above all and Joyce hosted our 
Christmas Eve celebration to ensure they were carried on.  Joyce’s other interests included gardening, 
reading, playing cards, and watching the Warriors!  She enjoyed vacationing yearly in Maui, and she loved 
relaxing at the cabin in Hope Valley.  
     Her husband, parents, and her brother David Battaglini preceded Joyce in death.  She is survived by her 
son Steve (Desiree) Ralph of Pleasanton, and daughters Lisa (Troy) of Oakdale, and Lori (Adam) Di Dio of 
San Ramon; grandchildren Brandon (Kamryn) Ralph, Trevor and Logan Bruce, and Alyssa and Michael Di 
Dio.  She is also survived by her sister and brother in law, Sandy and Dick Ralph, her sister in law Susan 
Battaglini and cousin Shirley Battaglini.  She leaves behind numerous beloved nieces, nephews and cousins.  
Joyce was deeply loved and will be greatly missed by all.  
     A memorial mass was held at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday August 2nd at St. Anne’s Church, 1600 Rossmoor 
Pkwy in Walnut Creek.  In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the Arthritis Foundation.          

The information above was taken from the East Bay Times, July 15, 2017.

     Members of the community are invited to come out on September 23, 2017 to honor one of the 
Town of Danville’s historic buildings with a new commemorative plaque.

     The members of the Heritage Resource Committee and Town staff will be on hand to unveil the 
new plaque, commemorating the history of the Podva/Shuey home, 100 School Street.  Town of 
Danville Principal Planner David Crompton said the plaque on the Podva/Shuey home is the first in 
a series of dedications in a new program designed to honor the Town’s historic sites.  “The Heritage 
Resource Committee chose to enact this new program as a means of calling attention to the rich 
history of the Town of Danville,” Crompton said.  “The plaques will provide residents with a sense 
of the significance of these sites.”

     The presentation of the new plaque will occur at 10:00 a.m., September 23, 2017. Members of 
the Podva family are expected to be in attendance at the event.

     For more information contact Principal Planner David Crompton at (925) 314-3349 or 
drcompton@danville.ca.gov.

San Ramon’s 150 Year History  (Continued)

     The Harlan House was a gorgeous house built by two creeks.  The creeks are still there.  The 
Harlan’s crossed the plains with the Donner party and barely made it through the mountains before the 
heavy early winter snow began.  The Donner party was trapped in the mountains.  Two expeditions 
attempted to rescue them but failed.  William Fowler led the successful third expedition.  He married a 
Harlan girl and his sisters married Harlan boys.  
     William Fowler came to California with his father in 1844 when his father got land near Calistoga 
from Vallejo.  His father brought the rest of the family out when William was seventeen years old.  
They came out with the Harlan’s and the Donner’s.  William knew the people he was rescuing.  William 
Fowler was living in the Harlan House in 1860.  His wife (a Harlan) had died.  William is buried in the 
Dublin Cemetery in an unmarked grave.  Two Wimmer boys were also living in the Harlan House in 
1860, as was an Indian boy about 14 years old.  Mr. Harlan found the abandoned Indian boy and raised 
him as his own son.  Later on he became known as Uncle Joe.  Today, the house is a wreck.  The 
owners are not taking action to save it.  
     In 1847, up at Sutter Creek, John Marshall was busy with his lumber mill.  The foreman was Peter 
Wimmer.  The Wimmer’s were convinced that one of their children found the gold nugget while playing 
in the creek.  The child brought the rock to Mrs. Wimmer.  She had a pot of lye boiling on a stove to 
make soap.  The rock was placed in the pot over night.  In the morning it was discovered that it really 
wasn’t iron pyrite; it was really gold.  That nugget is in the Bancroft Museum.  
     William Norris, son of Leo Norris, got a square league, 2.83 miles, of land.  (A league is the distance 
a man normally walks in one hour.)  William lost the property to Mr. Bishop, Mrs. Norris’s attorney, 
when they divorced in 1895.  William kept a 10 acre section.  Many Norris family members are buried 
there.  The Norris family headstones were removed to Dublin.  The bodies were not moved.  Saint Joan 
of Arc Catholic Church now owns this property.  Saint Joan of Arc built    (continued on page 4)
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Members’ Corner

The San Ramon Historic Foundation invites you to the Pioneer Picnic Potluck 
on Sunday, September 24, 2017 at Forest Home Farms, 19953 San Ramon Blvd., 

from 11:30 AM TO 3 PM.  Bring a dish to share.  Hot dogs and beverages will be provided.  
RSVP to Pat Boom  (See your SRVHS Membership Directory).  www.srhf.org 

sub-division homes and their church on the land in 1980.  
     In 1867, a new family moved to San Ramon.  The Wiedemann family got a warrant from an 1812 
veteran.  For about $2 an acre, they bought a lot of hilly land.  The flat land had been bought up by this 
time.  They built a beautiful house that still exists.  It is in Norris Canyon.      
     The Boundary Oak tree in San Ramon served as a boundary marker between Rancho San Ramon to 
the north and Rancho San Ramon Amador to the south.  The boundary later became Crow Canyon 
Road.  The oak tree still exists and is on private property.  Today it is surrounded by oak trees, but back 
then, it stood alone.  When the tree does come down, our speaker hopes that a part of it will be 
preserved because of the role it played in separating the two Ranchos.
    The Leo Norris house was the first house built in San Ramon.  It was built by his son-in-law, William 
Lynch.  The house existed for 101 years (1850-1950).  William Lynch’s house is not in Amador’s or 
Norris’s Rancho.  A copy of the 1850 title Norris got was a title that Bill showed.  Roxie (Roxanne 
Wiedemann Lindsay) gave Bill a copy of the original hand written purchase document for the property.  
The document mentions the oak tree that is the boundary line in the paper work.  Everything north was 
Rancho San Ramon Pacheco Castro.  They didn’t live on the property.  The Indians who lived up there 
were still hostile to Europeans because contact with the Spanish and Mexicans brought them death from 
diseases.  (Black Death was bad in Europe; one third of the population died.)  Disease killed over 90 
percent of the Indian population and, at the time, they did not know why.
    Parts of an old stage coach road near Bollinger Canyon road are still visible.  It is on private property.  
If the property is ever developed, some of the old stage coach road should be saved and marked.
     After the Gold Rush and again after California statehood, Americans rushed in.  Even after the first 
year, American settlers outnumbered the Spanish three to one.  After 1850, there was a flood-tide of 
people.  They jumped in north of Crow Canyon and squatted all that land.  They divided the land and 
sold property back and forth – all without clear titles.  All San Ramon north of Crow Canyon was 
squatted.  Irish settled up there and it was called Limerick.  The Village south of the creek was 
Limerick.  The village north of the creek was San Ramon, but the entire place was known as San 
Ramon.
     Horace Carpentier was the first Mayor of Oakland – until ousted from   (continued on page 5)

M u s e u m  N e w s   

September 1 to September 30: The National Park Service and 18th Eugene O’Neill Festival.  

September 4: Relics on Railroad Art and Antique Faire.  

September 8 to November 5: California Indian Life.

Town of Danville Tours:  To schedule a tour, please call Eve/Donna at the museum at (925) 837-3750.

General:  When the Museum is open, a trained docent is always on duty and can provide exhibit 
tours for visitors.  Reserved tours are available during open or closed hours by appointment.  Large 
groups are encouraged to call ahead to assure that a docent is available specifically for your group.

The Museum of the San Ramon Valley is located on the southwest corner of Prospect & Railroad 
Avenues, and accessible via the Iron Horse Trail  [P.O. Box 39, Danville, CA, 94526, (925) 837-3750]

Hours:  1-4 pm Tuesday-Friday, 10 am-1 pm Saturday, 12-3 pm Sunday.

office.  He was a notorious land use attorney.  In the 1860’s he reached a deal with settlers in which 
they paid a pittance to the Pacheco’s and the Castro’s and got land titles.  In 1867, Carpentier’s name 
was also on the titles – it was the wild west!
     From information from Spanish diaries, it is thought that when the Spanish came down the game 
trails in 1772, they probably crossed the creek at the natural forge right where the Irish bridge was 
located.  The settlers removed the boulders and put in flat stones so they could cross more easily.  It was 
called the Irish bridge because it was cheap to build.  The spot existed until this past winter.  The 
crossing was at the creek behind William Lynch’s house.
     The San Ramon Grammar School was built in 1867 and served the community until 1950.  The San 
Ramon School Board paid $2,000 to construct the three room building.  The school stood until 
1961-1962.  It had been abandoned and suffered from dry rot.
     Legacy trees were planted along both sides of San Ramon Valley Boulevard.  In the black of a tule 
fog night, it was easy to go off the road and lose your direction.  Then there was nothing to do but wait 
until morning and hope the fog cleared.  The trees provided direction.
     Bill showed pictures of the old Lewelling Hotel, (Lewelling married a Harlan), Peter Thorup’s boot 
shop, and Olsson’s blacksmith shop.  If you drive by Center Plaza near the Hyatt Hotel, Thorup Lane is 
still there.  In 1868, there were three hotels, four saloons in San Ramon, and a general store.  People 
traveled by horse and by foot.  Roads were muddy.  Until 1868, a farmer had to haul his grain down the 
winding Crow Canyon Road to Roberts Point in San Lorenzo to deliver grain.  It was an entire day’s 
trip.  All of the farmers in the tri-valley were in this predicament.  The business people were concerned 
about the train coming over Altamont Pass through Livermore, Pleasanton, and Niles Canyon that 
would take away their traveling public.  They decided to get their own train.  This was the start of the 
demise of the Village of San Ramon.  The farmers were happy for the Pleasanton train.  Taking grain to 
Pleasanton was much easier than a trip to Roberts Point in San Lorenzo.  The train was devastating for 
the village, but a godsend for the farmers and ranchers in 
the area.
    The village worked hard to bring in a train.  In 1890, 
within 10 months, agreement was reached, right-of-
ways obtained, surveys completed, grading done, 
infrastructure installed, track laid, the train station 
built.  The first train came in 1891 and blew its whistle 
across the valley near where the PGE building is now.  
Today you couldn’t do the Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) in less than three years!  Village business 
people bought carriages to collect the traveling public.  
It didn’t work out      (continued on page 8)

Bill Clarkson, Sandee Wiedemann, Dan Heinzen
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