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NEXT MEETING

THURSDAY,

MAY 20TH

“PIONEER NIGHT”

Members’ Corner
The Board of Directors and fellow members of the Society extend a warm welcome to three new members:

    Janet Bercekfeldt Lafayette, Ca

    David and Susan Devoe Danville, Ca

We hope that you will enjoy this organization.  We urge you to attend the field trips and the bi-monthly dinner meetings

with guest speakers discussing their areas of expertise, participate in the selection of historic sites in the San Ramon Valley,

and share your views and experiences with other Society members.  We also urge you to join and support the activities of

the Museum of the San Ramon Valley and the San Ramon Historic Foundation.

Planning for a celebration of the 100th anniversary for San Ramon Valley High School next summer is underway.  If you

would like to serve on the committee planning this event, please contact any member of the SRVHS Board.
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Over 39 Years Looking Back!

Need a Ride To The Society Meeting

On May 20th?

Contact Bill Lloyd:  837-9382.

Rosie the Riveter Tour, on the

deck of the Red Oak Victory.

SAN RAMON VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

      May  2010 ALAMO  .  BLACKHAWK  .  DANVILLE  .  DIABLO  .  SAN RAMON

“Lincoln’s Legacy” Enjoyed By Museum, Historic

Foundation, And Society Members At March

18th Meeting.  Politics A Part Of The 1860’s!
The March 18th dinner meeting was all about Lincoln and the exhibit at the Museum of the San Ramon Valley.  This meeting

was a joint meeting between the Museum, the San Ramon Historic Foundation, and the San Ramon Valley Historical

Society.  The speaker was Robert Chandler.  His topic was Lincoln’s Legacy in California.

Dr. Chandler earned his Ph.D. in History from the University of California at Riverside.  He spoke to the SRVHS in

November 2000 about the history of the Wells Fargo Bank, this year 158 years old.

Bob also prepared an interesting display of Civil War artifacts to accompany his talk.

Bob noted that next year, 2011, is the 100-year anniversary of California giving women the right to vote.  This was

earlier than Federal law.

During the civil war, California was an isolated state with about a 400,000 population.  The people came from around

the world.  About 50,000 voters were from the north, 30,000 from the south, and 50,000 were foreign born.  Of the

foreign born about 20,000 were Irish and 15,000 were German.

Many of the people here in the 1860’s came from New York in search of gold.  Many southerners also came.  The

southerners did not like to get their hands dirty.  Mainly they were attorneys and politicians.  During the first ten years of

statehood, it was the southern Democratic Party that dominated state politics.  The southern democrats believed in state

sovereignty and white supremacy.  The southern democrats also dominated the office of President of the United States at

this time.

The republicans were not loved at this time.  The republicans believed in equality for all before the law.  The republicans

gave African Americans, Chinese, and Indians rights of citizenship, which the Democratic Party did not do.

In 1860 the Democratic party split into its southern and northern wings.

Jerry Warren, Bob Chandler, Roger Vincent,

Lee Halverson, and Jean Ohman.

May 20th Meeting:

Pioneer Night
Come hear Michael Murray talk about

the Murray family and the Murray

Township School.  The meeting will be

held at the San Ramon Golf Club, 9430

Fircrest Lane, San Ramon.  We will

gather at 6:30 pm, eat at 7:00 pm, and

enjoy our speaker.  We hope to see you

there.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Abraham Lincoln Personally Delivers Address To

Society Members At March 18th Meeting

Roger K. Vincent was present at the Society’s March 18th dinner meeting.  He was impersonating Abraham Lincoln.

Roger was the speaker at the Society’s dinner meeting on January 18, 2001, impersonating Abraham Lincoln.  At our

March 18th meeting, Roger delivered an address given by Abraham Lincoln at Independence Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

February 22,1861.  This speech is given below.

“I am filled with deep emotion at finding myself standing in this place, where were collected together the wisdom, the

patriotism, the devotion to principle, from which sprang the institutions under which we live.  You have kindly suggested to

me that in my hands is the task of restoring peace to our distracted country.  I can say in return, sir, that all the political

sentiments I entertain have been drawn, so far as I have been able to draw them, from the sentiments which originated in

and were given to the world from this Hall.  I have never had a feeling, politically, that did not spring from the sentiments

embodied in the Declaration of Independence.  I have often pondered over the dangers which were incurred by the men

who assembled here and framed and adopted that Declaration.  I have pondered over the toils that were endured by the

officers and soldiers of the army who achieved that independence.  I have often inquired of myself what great principle or

idea it was that kept this Confederacy so long together.  It was not the mere matter of separation of the colonies from the

motherland, but that sentiment in the Declaration of Independence which gave liberty not alone to the people of this

country, but hope to all the world for all time.  It was that which gave promise that in due time the weights would be lifted

from the shoulders of all men, and that all should have an equal chance.  This is the sentiment embodied in the Declaration

of Independence.  Now, my friends, can this country be saved on that basis?  If it can, I will consider myself one of the

happiest men in the world if I can help to save it.  If it cannot be saved upon that principle, it will be truly awful.  But if this

country cannot be saved without giving up that principle, I was about to say I would rather be assassinated on this spot than

surrender it.  Now, in my view of the present state of affairs, there is no need of bloodshed and war.  There is no necessity

for it.  I am not in favor of such a course; and I may say in advance that there will be no bloodshed unless it is forced upon

the government.  The government will not use force, unless force is used against it.

My friends, this is wholly an unprepared speech.  I did not expect to be called on to say a word when I came here.  I

supposed I was merely to do something toward raising a flag.  I may, therefore, have said something indiscreet.  But I have

said nothing but what I am willing to live by, and if it be the pleasure of the Almighty, to die by.”

Museum News

Exhibits

April 9 to May 27= - “Abraham Lincoln: Self Made in America”.

April 9 to July 17- Lincoln in the SRV and California.

June 1 to 5 - Local History Exhibit.

Model Trains:

“0” Scale - Bob Burkes

Sunday, June 7 - Thursday, June 17 10 am - 1 pm.

“N” Scale European Train Enthusiasts - Rolf Krumbiegel

Saturday, June 19 - Saturday, July 3 Display 10 am- 2 pm(tentative).

“S” Scale - Lee Johnson

Tuesday, July 6 - Saturday, July 17 Display 10 am- 1 pm.

July 20 to September 25 - Victory Garden.

More Museum News

On Page 6

NAMES:_______________________________________________

               _______________________________________________

Member’s Memorial Gift

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO S.R.V.H.S. (Deadline May 18, 2008)

Mail to:  S.R.V.H.S., P.O. Box 521, Danville, CA 94526

San Ramon Royal Vista Golf Clubhouse

9430 Fircrest Lane

(North of Alcosta Blvd., San Ramon)

Thursday,

May 20, 7 p.m.
$20.00 per person

This Donation for:
____SRVHS    ____MSRV
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Need a Ride To Our Society Meeting?
Contact Bill Lloyd at 837-9382.

Dinner Reservations

Published by

San Ramon Valley Historical Society

Founded 1970

P.O. Box 521, Danville, CA 94526

OFFICERS

Lee Halverson   President

Karen Stepper   Vice President

Doris Stegemann   Secretary

Frances Lloyd  Treasurer

DIRECTORS

Betty Casey   Bill Lloyd

Jean Mello   Nancy Ramsey

Judy Sandkhule    Danna Saunders

The Sales Table
Nancy Ramsey

The Alamo Grammar School 1876 notes and envelopes are available.  We have

Mount Diablo, Front Street, Southern Pacific Depot, Tassajara School, the

“Grand Dames” series of three San Ramon older homes and miscellaneous

packages with eight historical scenes for sale.  Our price to members is $3.50

per package.  Lots of postcards with historic scenes are available for $0.20 each.

We invite everyone to visit our Sales Table at our dinner meetings and activities.

Our Society is celebrating over

39 years in the Valley!

NAMES HONORED BY MEMORIAL AND COMMEMORATIVE GIFTS, AND NAMES OF DONORS, ARE

ENTERED IN A BOOK OF MEMORY AND WILL BE PLACED IN OUR MUSEUM. For tax purposes, we are a non-

profit organization.  You may make your donation to the Society or to the Museum — Please check box, below.

Make check to: San Ramon Valley Historical Society Memorial Fund.

Mail to: SAN RAMON VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY     P.O. Box 521, Danville, CA  94526

This contribution to the Society REMEMBERS (  ), HONORS (  ),

EXPRESSES APPRECIATION (  ), OTHER (  ).   Please check one.

NAME _____________________________________________________________________

DONOR(S): Name(s) _________________________________________________________

                     Address __________________________________________________________

PLEASE NOTIFY: Name ____________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________
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In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

Marie B. Day

Marie B. Day, Dec. 14, 1931 ~ April 4, 2010, a 48 year resident of Alamo.  Marie entered the kingdom of Heaven on

Easter Sunday.  She was born in Sherbrooke, Canada and moved to the United States in the early 1950’s.  Her husband

Norman Day preceded her in death.  In 1966, they opened U.S. Alloys, a welding supply company still family-owned in

Walnut Creek, where for the last 25 years, she was the president and CEO.  Marie was a true blessing to everyone who

knew her and she will be missed dearly.  A very happy, proud and positive woman, she did her best to share her joy with

others.  Marie leaves behind three sons Robert (Arsenia); Danny (Sandy) and children Lisa, John (Melissa) and grandson

Jaymison; Scott (Kim) and children Ashley, Megan, and Carissa; and her sister Jeannine Grondin of Canada.  Memorial

services were held at Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church, 1801 Lacassie Ave., Walnut Creek at 11:00am on Tuesday,

April 13, 2010.

William Joseph Fereira

William Joseph Fereira, September 10, 1920 ~ April 9, 2010, a resident of Danville.  He was San Ramon’s First Fire

Chief.  It is with the deepest sense of loss that we announce Bill’s passing.  Bill’s life is woven into the history of his beloved

San Ramon Valley.  Born to Wm. and Lena (Caldiera) Fereira in Hayward, CA and raised in San Ramon, Bill moved from

the family farm in Bollinger Canyon to live above the San Ramon General Store, which his parents owned and operated.

His father was the first postmaster of San Ramon.  He attended San Ramon Grammar School and San Ramon Valley High

School, class of 1938.  Bill roamed San Ramon when the population was under 100 and he delighted us all with his stories

of valley history.  In 1942, Bill entered the U.S. Navy and served in the South Pacific arena as Aviation Machinist Mate-

Instruments First Class.  Under the cover of night and sworn to secrecy, Bill worked with a crew on heavily guarded

Mitchell B-25 Medium Bombers.  History tells the rest of the story of Doolittle’s Mission.  Following the war, he returned

home with his new bride, Violet Krga from Chicago.  He started a business (San Ramon Garage) and moved to Danville

to raise a family.  Bill resided in Danville for 62 yrs.  Bill became involved in the fire protection world in the late 1950’s as

the person servicing the once Eastern Contra Costa County Fire District’s vehicles in the remote stations of San Ramon

and Tassajara.  During this time, he was also a Danville firefighter.  In 1963, Bill and local residents formed the San Ramon

Fire Protection District.  His garage became the firehouse and Bill went on to serve as the first Fire Chief of San Ramon

(1963-1978).  Chief Fereira’s early vision and leadership were instrumental in setting the foundation for what was to

become the present San Ramon Valley Protection District.  In retirement, Bill enjoyed a new phase of life.  He worked in

his shops, fixing and building most anything; maintained his life long interest in mechanics and aviation; expanded his

collection of fire patches/badges and memorabilia; and in his own style, he was a keeper of San Ramon history.  For years

he cracked and shelled walnuts, which represented the once walnut orchards of San Ramon, and each season made walnut

deliveries to friends as he made his rounds.  Bill wore many hats throughout his lifetime and was a man of many talents, but

what endeared him to so many was his loyal and steadfast connection to family and friends, to the Fire Dept. and to the San

Ramon he so loved.  You never knew when he would stop by or give you a call, but you knew you’d hear from him.  He

leaves his loving family: Ginny, Billy, Susie, Carl and Andy, along with nephew Bob, his dearest friend and companion

Barbara and so many who loved “Chiefie”, Big Bill, and Mr. Bill.  Wife Violet and brothers Clifford and Howard preceded

him in death.  Bill’s family is forever grateful to his wide circle of loyal friends, who were always there for him and to Helena

and Lupe, who so lovingly cared for “Chiefie”.  He taught us how to live, laugh and grow old. We will forever remember

this dear, special man with his mischievous smile and twinkle in his eyes.  Services were on Wed. April 28th at 11am at East

Bay Fellowship, 2615 Camino Tassajara, Danville.  Chief Fereira’s service included honors from the San Ramon Valley

Protection District.  Interment followed at Queen of Heaven Cemetery, 1965 Reliez Valley Rd. Lafayette
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Karen Stepper’s Friday evening Old Town tour -  Open to the public, no reservation required. Third Friday of each month

at 6:15 pm. beginning at the Village Theatre.  The dates are May 21st, June 18th, July 16th, August 20th, September 17th

and October 15th.

Old Town tours - Second Saturdays 10 am - Open to the public, no reservation required. May through October:  Call

or email the Museum to confirm dates.  Meet at the Museum at 10 am.  The dates are May 8th, June 12th, July 10th,

August 14th, September 11th and October 9th.

Alamo historic cemetery tours - Open to the public, no reservation required. Meet at the Alamo Cemetery at the

designated time. Call or email Museum to confirm the dates.

Saturday, October 30, 10 A.M., beginning at the cemetery, with costumed docents discussing the valley’s pioneer families.

General

When the Museum is open, a trained docent is on duty to provide exhibit tours.  Reserved tours are also available during

open or closed hours by appointment.  Large groups are encouraged to call ahead.

The Museum of the San Ramon Valley is located on the southwest corner of Prospect and Railroad Avenues [P.O. Box

39, Danville, CA 94526, (925) 837-3750].  Hours: 1-4 pm Tuesday-Friday and 10 am-1 pm Saturday.

The information above was taken from the Museum’s informative website, www.museumsrv.org.

Museum News (Continued)

“Rosie the Riveter” Park Tour Enjoyed By Society

Members.  S.S. Red Oak Victory Ship a Highlight!

On April 22, 2010, 32 SRVHS members and guests gathered at Danville Park and Ride.  At 9:30 am, we boarded a Black

Tie Bus and proceeded to the Rosie the Riveter WWII Home Front National Historic Park in Richmond, CA.  We rode

around the area and then disembarked.  We walked along pathways and viewed exhibits and read quotes of the Rosies.

Then we got on the bus and proceeded to the S.S. Red Oak Victory Ship anchored next to a pier at the end of Canal Blvd.

This ship was one of 747 ships built at the Kaiser Shipyards in Richmond between 1941 and 1945.  It was named for

a town in Iowa that lost the highest number of GI’s per capita during WWII.  It was a Victory Ship, a WWII design.

Victory ships could achieve speeds of 16 to 18 knots.  Liberty Ships (WWI design) could reach 8-9 knots.

On September 11, 1944, the keel of the Red Oak Victory was laid in Yard One.  On November 9, 1944, the Red Oak

Victory was launched.

The Red Oak Victory served as a commissioned U.S. Navy ammunition ship for 1.5 years.  After WWII, she was

released from the Navy and served as a cargo vessel during a time spanning the Korean and Vietnam Wars.  In 1968, the

Red Oak Victory was retired to reserve status in the “mothball” fleet in Suisan Bay, CA.

Recognizing the opportunity to restore a symbol of Richmond’s home front achievements, the Richmond Museum

Association sought to rescue the Red Oak Victory from being scrapped.  In 1996, Congress passed legislation authorizing

conveyance of the ship to the Association.

Docents escorted us in groups of 5 to 8 all over this ship.  It is in restoration.  The Association goal is to get the ship

running and offer trips in the San Francisco Bay.  That will require considerably more funds.

We ate our lunch on the deck of the ship.  It was a lovely sunny day.

We again boarded the bus and proceeded to the Richmond Museum.

The Indian group that inhabited the area that became the town of Richmond is known as Huchium.  They were a sub-

group of the Ohlone tribe.  The Museum owns a modest collection of artifacts made by these indigenous peoples, some of

which were found in local shell mounds.

The Museum contains a collection of children’s art.  Child Care Centers operated in Richmond during and after WWII.

Over 4,000 pieces of art created by children ages 2 through 12 have been preserved.

Standard Oil has operated in Richmond since 1900.  There is a  collection of publications from this company.

More information may be found on the website, www.richmondmuseumofhistory.org.

We boarded our bus and returned to Danville Park and Ride by 4 pm.



“Lincoln’s Legacy” Enjoyed By Museum, Historic Foundation, And Society Members At March 18th Meeting. (Continued)
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Edward Dickenson Baker, Republican orator, Oregon

Senator, and friend of Lincoln, told Californians that

democracy in the United States means equal rights to all

sections.  For example, the South could protect slave property

anywhere and Republicanism means equal rights to all men.

(Lincoln’s son Eddie was named for Baker).

In the 1860 election, Californians picked Republican

Abraham Lincoln.  Nationally that choice determined the

power of the Federal Government and the place of the black

man in America.  The South would protect enslavement

through a new nation.  The North would preserve the Union,

grant equality under the law, and complete national public

works.

Leland Stanford was elected Governor of California in

1861.  The California State Legislature switched from

Democratic to Republican in this period.

President Lincoln led a government that could take action.

President Lincoln and his staff gave California something

that was always wanted, daily overland mail, which went

into effect on July 1, 1861.

Another desire was an overland railroad.  Support for this

developed in 1862.  In 1863, Leland Stanford, Charles Crocker,

Collis Huntington, and Mark Hopkins formed an organization

and started construction.  The railroad was completed May

10, 1869.

The Homestead Act allowed people to acquire government

land for a very nominal price.  Development of California’s

Central Valley is an example of this popular Act.

President Lincoln signed legislation transferring Yosemite

Valley from the Federal Government to the State of California

as a National Park with California funding it.  Yellowstone

turned out to be the first truly National Park in 1875.

By Lincoln’s second inaugural event, the Civil War came.

The issue of money and mines arose -money to finance

the war and gold that came from the mines.  In California, if

you borrowed in gold, you paid back in gold.  If you borrowed

in currency, you paid back in currency.  By 1864, currency

was down to 49 cents on the gold dollar.  Lincoln money

didn’t go over well in California.  Federal officials who were

paid with currency saw its buying power cut to about one

third of its face value.  They weren’t happy.

There was a New Almaden mine, quick silver mine and

mercury mine, in San Jose, which was on Spanish land grant

land.  In 1863, when many shares of stock changed hands,

the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the mine was Federal property.

Several federal employees got together and made a deal with

one of the land claimants that the Federal Government would

give the claimants the mine if the claimants would give one

third of the profits to the Federal Government for rent.

Leonard Swett, a friend of Lincoln, was sent to take

immediate possession of the mine.  On June 29, 1863, General

George Wright sent Company F of the California Cavalry to

the area fully prepared for active service.

At this time, the election was in full swing.  The Democrats

had a field day.  To the miners belong the mines.  If the

Federal Government can seize the Almaden, they can seize

all the silver of Nevada.

Lincoln quickly backtracked.  Later when Lincoln was

asked to get involved in another California land case, he said

that he did not think he should meddle as a volunteer.

Another theme was equality under the law.  The first

California Legislature in 1849 and 1850 passed laws.  Blacks,

Indians, and Chinese had no right of testimony against white

people in the courts.  Justice Taney ruled in the Dred Scott

decision of 1857, that the black man had no rights that the

white man was bound to respect.

Lincoln disagreed with that.  Lincoln worked to insure that

blacks would have full rights under the law.  California under

Republican rule relaxed the rules and extended these rights

to the Chinese and the Indians.  This happened when

California revised its codes in 1873.

In 1863, the California Legislature allowed black people

to testify against whites.  The blacks then sued to ride Street

Railroads.  Before this suit, the railroads would not take black

passengers.  The blacks were literally thrown off of the equipment.

The blacks also sued to obtain education at public schools.

There were immediate benefits to the blacks from these changes.

The Lincoln administration insisted that blacks were US

citizens.  The general land office in Washington, DC became

involved in an 1863 Marysville California case.  Blacks were

allowed to pre-empt Public Land.

Blacks were allowed to serve as soldiers and sailors.

Post Civil War, Amendment XV to the US Constitution

occurred in 1870.  (Negro suffrage mandatory in all states.)

One of the main goals of Lincoln was the preservation of

the Union.  If Lincoln had to coerce the South to accomplish

this, he would, and he did.  In California with the Democratic

Party in power in 1861-1862, California was opposed to the

employment of force.  If Constitutional Guarantees could

not preserve the Union, then California was in favor of the
recognition of the independence of the Confederate States.

Lincoln was smart.  He issued a preliminary Emancipation

Proclamation to his cabinet freeing southern slaves.  On

August 8, 1862, Lincoln told Secretary of War Edwin Stanton

to suspend the writ of Habeas Corpus.  Stanton said,

“delighted”.  This happened officially on September 24, 1862.

It was two days after he issued the Emancipation

Proclamation.  Lincoln did these things so that, when the

Democrats came after him for these actions, he had his ducks

lined up.

On September 8, 1862, leading secessionists were to be

confined at Alcatraz.

California complained, but very guardedly, on arbitrary

arrests, war policy, and even Emancipation.

There was a subdued Democratic reaction in California.

Let Lincoln do as he wanted.

There were many Rebel big mouths running around.  On

March 15, 1863, three of them seized the schooner JM

Chapman and took it outside the Golden Gate to capture a

pacific mail steamer with 1-2 million dollars of gold on it.

They were big mouths, and the authorities arrested them.

The other big mouths were in the California Legislature in

session in Sacramento.  The Legislature passed a military

poll tax that funded militia companies.  This doubled the

number of companies from 60 to 120 within a year.

The Legislature passed an Amnesty Oath for attorneys

and schoolteachers.  This law has never been revoked.  The

oath requires that, since March 1863, you have not aided the

Southern confederacy.  John Swett of Martinez, the California

Superintendent of Public Instruction at the time, remarked

that he was going to install the New England School System

for California so that he could ban the evils of ignorance and

secession.

Can you imagine how happy Democratic parents were

when their kids came home singing “John Browns Body“?

The Chapman pirates were brought to trial.  US Supreme

Court Justice Stephen J. Field was involved.  Field had been

on the California Supreme Court protecting companies against

government regulation.  On December 8, 1863, Lincoln issued

a proclamation of a full pardon to rebels who would henceforth

support the United States.  Field feared that they would have

to let all of the Chapman pirates free.  On February 15, 1864,

Ridgely Greathouse (a pirate) became a free man.  The Union

press howled that the Lincoln proclamation was giving aid

and comfort to the enemy.  Lincoln was cagy.  Lincoln

explained that these rebels are not that important in the whole

scope of the war.  Lincoln wanted Confederate Officers to

desert the Confederacy and come back to the US.  If people

using this proclamation were thrown in the clink, there goes

Lincoln’s policy.  Lincoln was a step ahead of others in his thinking.

1864 was a presidential election year. The battle lines were

drawn between the Democrats and the Republicans.  An

unbiased Frank Pixley, who in California history ran the

Argonaut (newspaper), said that the issue is slavery first and

Union afterwards, or Union first and slavery nevermore.

There was a Democratic Mass Meeting on November 5,

1864.  Some headlines are given below.

“The Last Grand Charge of the McClellan Men of San

Francisco.” “The Queen City of the Pacific in a Blaze of

Democratic Glory.”

“Abe Lincoln is Wanted in Illinois, the People want Little

Mac in Washington.”

“Let the Cannon Peal, the Bells Ring, and the People Shout

for joy, for the Reign of Blood and Slaughter is Drawing to

its Close.”

Headlines in the other paper are below:

“The Last Grand Scramble of the Gorillas!”

“Howls, Roars, Groans, Yelps, Yells, Red Fire, Rages, and

Blue Blazes.”

“The Species on Horseback, on Foot, in Buggies, in Hacks,

on Drays, in Swill Carts and Mud Boxes!”

“Broom Rangers, Steamship Rioters, Aliens, and

Reprobates Howl Themselves Hoarse!”

“Death on a Pale Horse, and All Hell Following Him!”

That was journalism at the time.

San Franciscans did have affection for Abraham Lincoln.

In January of 1865, the School Board of San Francisco named

the Lincoln Grammar School for him.  This was the first

school in the United States named for him, and it was before

his death.  The first statue of Lincoln was erected in front of

the school in 1866, .

On April 15, 1865, Lincoln was assassinated.  Unionists

were angry.  They decided to vent their anger on certain

newspapers that had supported the Confederacy.  The first

target was the Democratic Press on Washington Street below

Montgomery.  Soon the guts of the printing equipment were

on the street.  There were some other papers as well.  The

Militia was called out, and they quieted the city.  Finally, city

leaders said that these newspapers could start printing again,

but they couldn’t use their old names.  The Democratic Press

became the San Francisco Examiner.

On April 17, 1865, the San Francisco mayor and federal

judges called on General Irvin McDowell and the military to

arrest anyone so utterly infamous as to exult over the

assassination of the President.  Some 68 people were arrested

for this in California.  Some 36 of them wound up on Alcatraz

with 24 -pound balls attached to their legs, while they

excavated the new fortification.  While they were there, they

had to sing about it.  The lyrics of a song are given below.

What a sad sight to see 6 and 30 men once free, imprisoned

for expressing and opinion!  And when this noble band, are

made to shovel sand, There’s cursing in the Happy Land of

Canaan!

“Ho, Boys, Ho!  To shovel sand you go!  Your muscles

and your patience are in tranin’, too brave you are to cry -

you know that by and by You’ll be welcomed to the happy

land of Canaan!”


