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Over 42 Years Looking Back!

(Continued on Page 2)  

SAN RAMON VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

      May 2013 ALAMO  .  BLACKHAWK  .  DANVILLE  .  DIABLO  .  SAN RAMON  

Need A Ride To The Society Meeting On May 16th?      
Contact Bill Lloyd:  837-9382.

Contra Costa County’s Names & Place Names (Continued)

Seth Adams Will Present Enjoyable, Historical Program 
About Mount Diablo At May 16th Dinner Meeting

Seth Adams will speak about the history of Mt. Diablo at the San Ramon Valley Historical Society Meeting on 
May 16, 2013.  Seth is the Land Programs Director for Save Mt. Diablo.  He is an avid photographer, runner, 
cyclist, and probably the most knowledgeable historian of Mt. Diablo in the East Bay.  
     This meeting is a joint meeting with the members of the Museum of the San Ramon Valley which just opened 
their latest exhibit “Perspectives of Mt. Diablo”.
     The meeting will be held at the San Ramon Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest Lane, San Ramon.  We will gather at 6:30 
p.m, eat at 7:00 p.m., and enjoy our speaker.  We hope to see you there. 

Frances Ann Edmonston Shares Information About 
The Tassajara Valley Coats Family At March Meeting 

Frances Ann Edmonston arrived at the March 21 dinner meeting with photographs and items that had belonged to 
her grandmother, Fannie Maude Coats. In dress appropriate for her grandmother‘s era, Frances shared stories of 
the Coats family before they arrived in California and after settling in the Tassajara Valley. 
      Fannie Maude Williams Coats was born in Illinois in 1870. Her mother, Rhoda Hutchinson Hyde Williams 
was born August 31, 1835, in Petersborough, New York, the daughter of Elijah Clarke Hyde and Adeline Cornelia 
Lyman. The ancestors of both came to America just a few years after the Mayflower landing of 1620. Fannie’s 
older sister, May, was born in 1865, five years before Fannie. May died of consumption (tuberculosis) in 1877 at 
the age of twelve. There were possibly earlier pregnancies. When Fannie’s father, Solomon Williams, died in 1879, 
Rhoda and little Fannie were left to care for the farm.
      In the meantime there was a very interesting Bostonian living in Illinois named Levi Alexander Maxey. Levi 
was born January 12, 1827, on a farm at the edge of North Attleboro, Massachusetts. He was a son of Henry and 
Ruth French Maxey. Henry was the great-grand-son of Alexander Maxey, the first Maxey to arrive in the colonies. 
Alexander came from Scotland in1659. He died in North Attleboro in 1721. Levi was the tenth child of a family of 
eleven. It is presumed he attended local schools and later learned the carpenter trade.
      Levi had lived in Boston for some time. But like many men the discovery of gold in California was of great 
interest. In 1849, he and eighty-five other men formed the Narragansett Trading & Mining Company in Providence, 
Rhode Island. There was no Panama Canal. The cross country railroad had not yet been built. They decided to 
sail around the Horn. They purchased the ship Velasco and stocked it with provisions for two years. The men also 
stocked the ship with goods they felt they could sell when they arrived in California. With the money they would 
buy horses, wagons, and supplies needed for the gold fields.
      After some eleven months at sea and enduring a horrible storm the men arrived for their adventure in the 
goldfields. 
      Levi worked the gold fields for a bit, but was not very successful. He decided that land was the real gold. Levi 
came to the Tassajara Valley and bought 160 acres. Within the next three years Levi had built a house, was married 
and the father of two sons. The marriage ended in divorce.

This item is taken from the March 2005 SRVHS Newsletter telling a 
story of the San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District  

Fire District Badges

Chief: Gold Badge, 5 bugles (crossed).
Deputy Chief: Gold Badge, 4 bugles (crossed).
Assistant Chief: Gold Badge, 3 bugles (crossed).
Battalion Chief: Gold Badge, 2 bugles (crossed).
Captain: Silver Badge, 2 vertical bugles.
Engineer: Silver Badge, antique steam engine.
Firefighter Silver Badge, helmet, ladder, pike pole, axe, bugle, nozzle.
Various other badges: Support positions badges have the position printed on them.

The Bird is a Phoenix, which symbolizes the mythical bird rising from the ashes.  The bugles were used to give 
orders by the leaders.  The antique steam engine symbolizes that an engineer has to have the ability to operate a 
complex piece of equipment.  
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NAMES:_______________________________________________

               _______________________________________________

Member’s Memorial Gift

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO S.R.V.H.S. (Deadline May 14, 2013)
Mail to:  S.R.V.H.S., P.O. Box 521, Danville, CA 94526

San Ramon Royal Vista Golf Clubhouse
9430 Fircrest Lane
(North of Alcosta Blvd., San Ramon)

Thursday, 
May 16th, 7 p.m.

$20.00 per person

This Donation for:
____  SRVHS    ____   MSRV
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Dinner Reservations

Published by
San Ramon Valley Historical Society

Founded 1970
P.O. Box 521, Danville, CA 94526

NAMES HONORED BY MEMORIAL AND COMMEMORATIVE GIFTS, AND NAMES OF DONORS, ARE 
ENTERED IN A BOOK OF MEMORY AND WILL BE PLACED IN OUR MUSEUM. For tax purposes, we are a 
non-profit organization.  You may make your donation to the Society or to the Museum — Please check box, below.

Make check to:   San Ramon Valley Historical Society Memorial Fund.
Mail to: SAN RAMON VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY     P.O. Box 521, Danville, CA  94526
This contribution to the Society REMEMBERS (  ), HONORS (  ), 
EXPRESSES APPRECIATION (  ), OTHER (  ).   Please check one.

NAME _____________________________________________________________________

DONOR(S): Name(s) _________________________________________________________

                     Address __________________________________________________________

PLEASE NOTIFY:  Name ____________________________________________________               
        
   Address __________________________________________________

OFFICERS
Karen Stepper   President
Jerry Warren   Vice President
Kathy Halverson   Secretary
Frances Lloyd  Treasurer

DIRECTORS
Lee Halverson

Bill Lloyd
Jean Mello

Judy Sandkhule

Need a Ride 
To The Society Meeting 

On January 17th?
Contact Bill Lloyd:  837-9382.

(Continued on Page 3)  

The Sales Table   —   Nancy Ramsey
(Nancy Ramsey)
Packets of cards depicting Mount Diablo, Front Street, Southern Pacific 
Depot, Tassajara School, “Grand Dames” of San Ramon, Alamo Grammar 
School 1876, and a collection of assorted historical scenes are available. 
Each packet contains 8 cards and 8 envelopes. Member price - $3.50 per 
packet.  Historic scene postcards are $0.20 each.  Postcards of the Tassajara 
School are out of print.  

Do stop by the Sales Table.  

The Coats Family History (Continued)
      In 1880 or 1881, Levi decided to visit his sister in Illinois and leased the ranch.. His sister had a friend named 
Rhoda, a widow, with a daughter named Fannie. Levi and Rhoda were married after a courtship of about two 
months.
      The new family stayed in Illinois until Fannie was about nineteen.  By then the railroads connected east to 
west. Rhoda and Fannie packed their trunks with their belongings and the new family headed west.
      They packed May’s dolls and doll clothes including a tiny Little Red Riding Hood outfit that Rhoda had 
crocheted. (These dolls as well as those of Fannie’s daughter Vivian are on display at the Museum of the San 
Ramon Valley [MSRV]).
      Rhoda and Fannie arrived at their new home in the Tassajara Valley in 1889. Next door was the Coats family: 
Wilson Coats, his son Felix, and Felix’s family. Felix and Leona Coats had six children: sons Nolen, James, and 
Bethel and daughters Ella, May, and Jennie. 
      James began courting the new girl next door and in the fall of 1895 they were married.
      To accomplish this marriage, James and Fannie traveled to the Oakland Ferry in separate horse and buggies, 
with their two witnesses. The horses were boarded and the carriages stored. The wedding party then took the ferry 
to San Francisco, where James and Fannie were married. After the wedding they went out to dinner.
      Fannie and James started their married life on a farm in the Tassajara Valley. However, James developed an 
allergy to hay and a career change was necessary.
      James got a job with the State of California as a tax man. By horse and buggy, James called on the Livermore 
Valley wineries. He put tax stamps on the barrels of wine that determined the amount of tax the wine makers had 
to pay. He had fun at this job and got to taste some wine.
      James also added acreage to the family farm. He bought out some of his siblings and now owned 450 acres. 
Eleven acres of English Walnuts were planted.
      In January of 1901, Fannie was pregnant. In those days, women were expected to deliver at home with only 
their mother in attendance. Fannie and James lived in a big ranch house with Rhoda and Levi. Levi had built the 
house. Fannie and James had their own private area.
      After a long and difficult labor, Fannie had her first and only child, Vivian. Vivian later wrote an account of 
her birth. She had come into this world on the stormy and blustery night of January 9, 1901. She was a breach 
delivery. No wonder she was so lazy, she had been born sitting down. The labor took over forty six hours. James 
was prepared to ride fourteen miles to Livermore to bring a doctor, if needed. Neither mother’s milk nor cows milk 
agreed with little Vivian. She was scrawny and colicky for her first two months.
      The San Francisco earthquake of April, 1906 caused, a lot of shaking in the Tassajara Valley ranch house. The 
chimney twisted and looked like an eight sided structure. The red sky from the San Francisco fires could be seen 
from the hill on the ranch. 
     In September, 1906, James and Fannie went to San Francisco. Again they took a horse and buggy to the 
Oakland Ferry, boarded the horse, and ferried across the bay. Fannie’s camera recorded many pictures. Fannie 
developed the 2.5 inch square photographs in her dark room in the back of the ranch house.  She then put the film 
in the bright sun to print the image onto light sensitive paper. Then back in the dark room she fixed the images. 
(Frances brought two of these photographs along with enlargements of several family pictures).
      Fannie was getting tired of running the ranch. Fannie had to feed the ten farm hands. There was a wood 
burning stove on which to prepare the meals. But wood had to be gathered and chopped. Water had to be boiled 
to wash the dishes.
      Vivian, had ridden her horse three miles to grammar school and six miles to high school. In 1918, she entered 
the pre-nursing program at UC Berkeley. She followed that by enrolling in the school of nursing at UC San 
Francisco.
      When Vivian entered the pre-nursing program, Fannie and James rented a house in Berkeley and leased the 
ranch. It was first leased to a Portuguese family and then in 1930 to the Regner Hansen family.
      Vivian Coats and Charles Ninian Edmonston, were married in 1932 and lived in San Francisco. 
      Vivian was an organized saver much to the delight of her children Frances and Charles Ninian Edmonston, Jr. 
Each of her over 700 photographs of the Coats family were carefully labeled. 
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In Memoriam



Bernard Robles 
January 29, 1930 - April 5, 2013

Bernard Robles, 83 of Danville, passed away on the morning of April 15th. Barney was a lifelong resident of the 
San Ramon Valley. He proudly dedicated 35 years of service as a fire fighter. The station was his second home, and 
the brotherhood of firemen were his second family. Barney’s early years as a rancher and cowboy were evident in 
his love of horses, the rodeo, camping, fishing, and country music. Barney was a dedicated family man, and was 
described as a father figure by his grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews. Barney is preceded in death by 
his first wife, Rose and his son Thom. He is survived by his wife Helen; his children, Sandy, Chuck and Lois; his 
grandchildren Jason, Kelly and Erin; and by his great-grandchildren, Greyson and WinterRose.
      A memorial service will be held at 2:00p.m. on Wednesday April 24th at the Danville Veterans Hall - 
400 Hartz Avenue, Danville.
     The Robles family would like to extend our sincerest gratitude to the San Ramon Valley Fire Fighters who 
remained at Barney’s side during his final hour. We were comforted to know that he was surrounded by men he 
considered brothers.
San Ramon Valley Times, April 21, 2013.
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Frances Ann Edmonston Shares Information About 
The Tassajara Valley Coats Family (Continued)

    Charles did a lot of genealogy research on the Edmonston 
family. He included over 1,000 names in a published 400 plus 
page book. Over a period of twelve years Charles and Vivian 
traveled over 300,000 miles during three different trips gathering 
information.
       The items, dolls, utensils, etc, that Vivian treasured and saved 
are now treasured and preserved by Frances. She has kindly 
donated many to the Museum of the San Ramon for the current 
exhibit. Frances is a medical doctor (obstetrics-gynecology), lives 
in Sonoma and is a member of the SRVHS..
      James L. Coats died September 16, 1934, in Alameda County, 
California.  
Fannie W. Coats died June 20, 1936, in San Francisco County, 
California.
Vivian Coats Edmonston died November 16, 1987, in San 
Francisco, California
     Most of the information above was taken from Frances’s 
talk.  Some was taken from Historical Persons and Places . . . In 
San Ramon Valley, Virgie V. Jones, Morris-Burt Press, Alamo, 
California, 1987, pp. 21-25.
      Death information for James, Fannie, and Vivian was taken 
from the California Death Index.

Fannie Maude Williams (Coats), age 16, January 31, 1886

President’s Corner  (Karen Stepper)
  

OUR NEW WEB WILL CAPTURE OUR MEMORIES
We have begun construction of our first ever website--www.srvhistoricalsociety.org! Try it! 
     Why?  And what will you contribute to the site?
      We want our community to join in our efforts to memorialize our valley history.  Lee Halverson will contribute 
video of the historical society markers.  Judy Sandkuhle will contribute some photos of the olden, golden days 
of the plant nursery.  Bill Lloyd will contribute his newsletters--a detailed account of our speaker program.  And 
more!
      Kudos to  member Linda Brewer for convincing our friend Steve Mick to design and update our new site.  
Steve maintains several sites, including www.srvexchangeclub.org and does an awesome job of keeping it simple 
and current.  Take a look for ideas of what you might like to send us for the host.  
      We will begin with a few of each item until we know how we want it to be displayed and available to you, to 
your family members who are here and across the nation, and to potential members.
      The board is envisioning: stories from the past, historical pictures, works in progress (like the restoration of 
the wagon from the Magee Ranch), links to events and sites for the Museum of San Ramon Valley and the San 
Ramon Historic Foundation and the site for the Contra Costa County Historical Society.  
      My first request from you is pictures of the historical society picnics and the really historical pictures that go 
back to the Grange.  Can you send one document (PDF file format) or one photo (JPEG format) to our historian, 
Lee Halverson (email:  lhazmateer@aol.com, and copy me: coachstepper@yaoo.com)?  
      And a second request?  
  Can you design a banner for our new website?  Submit your ideas soon! 

Vice President Jerry Warren, Frances Ann Edmonston, and 
President Karen Stepper at our March dinner meeting.
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Museum News
May 8th “Dreams of Love – A Turbulent Counter Culture”
The series will be held in the Diablo Room at the Library 400 Front Street at 7:30 p.m. 
      To reserve your place call the Museum of the San Ramon Valley at 837-3750 or email srvmuseum@sbcglobal.net.  
California was a magical island – an earthly paradise ruled by Queen Califia – according to a romance novel 
published in Seville, Spain in 1510. Throughout its singular history, Spanish explorers, 49ers, and Americans 
searching for a better life came to California, enticed by that sense of magic. Those alluring dreams are a great 
place for us to embark on a Magical California History Tour. The Museum of the San Ramon Valley and the 
Danville Library will sponsor four exciting history events that lead us through epic California periods. 
     Local Danville Historian David Stephenson creates the presentations and leads us on our Tour. David studied 
history at Berkeley and earned his MBA at Boston College. After a career as a high tech entrepreneur and a US Navy 
intelligence officer, he switched to a second career as an historian. His enthusiastic students even featured him on 
a YouTube video. David will share a wide variety of resources available to all of us to deepen our understanding. 

April 27 - June 29: Perspectives of Mt. Diablo
Featuring equipment, art, and nature by Mt. Diablo Surveyors Historical Society, Artists of the Valley, Mt. Diablo 
Interpretive Association, and the Museum of the San Ramon Valley. 

July 9 - August 17: Trains
Featuring the collections of the MSRV Train Club 

August 27 - September 29: Quintessential Quilts: Floral Fantasy
Featuring the Museum’s collection plus invitational juried selections, including Michelle Landis’ historic quilts.

Walking Tours
Walking Tours led by Karen Stepper – 3rd Friday of the month – Meet at Village Theater at 6:15pm: 4/19, 5/17, 
6/21, 7/19, 8/16, 9/20, 10/18.  

Walking Tours – 2nd Saturday of month – Meet at the museum at 10am:  5/11, 6/8, 7/13, 8/10, 9/14, 10/12

The requested donation is $3 per person. No reservations required. 

Alamo Historic Cemetery Tours   Saturday, October 26, 2013.  
Open to the public, no reservation required. The requested donation is $3 per person.
Meet at the Alamo Cemetery at 10 am.

General
When the Museum is open, a trained docent is always on duty and can provide exhibit tours for visitors who drop 
in.  Reserved tours are available during open or closed hours by appointment.  Large groups are encouraged to call 
ahead to assure that a docent is available specifically for your group.  

The Museum of the San Ramon Valley is located on the southwest corner of Prospect and Railroad Avenues [P.O. 
Box 39, Danville, CA, 94526, (925) 837-3750].  Hours: 1-4 pm Tuesday-Friday, 10 am.-1 pm. Saturday.  

The information above was taken from the Museum’s informative website, www.museumsrv.org.  .

Members’ Corner
A tour of the 4th bore of the Caldecott Tunnel occurred on the morning of March 7th, 
2013, for six SRVHS members.  Karen Stepper made arrangements for this tour.  .  

Left: CALTRANS employee, Zeth.  To his right are San Ramon Valley Historical Society Members 
Dall Barley, Donna Marvel, Greg Marvel, Randy Starkweather, Frances Lloyd, and Judy Sandkuhle.  

“Perspectives on Mount Diablo at the Museum of the San Ramon Valley”
Mount Diablo is fascinating and complex, and the new exhibit at the Museum of the San Ramon Valley views 
this iconic landmark from several angles, exploring its diverse qualities and intriguing history.
      Underwritten by the Lesher Foundation, “Perspectives on Mount Diablo” is a collaboration with the Mount 
Diablo Surveyors Historical Society, Mount Diablo Interpretive Association, Save Mount Diablo, and the 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley. Representatives from these groups will talk with visitors each Saturday from 
10:30 to noon during the exhibit.
      Visitors are welcome to the “Perspectives on Mount Diablo” exhibit from April 27 through June 30 at the 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley located in the old train depot at 205 Railroad Avenue in Danville.
      Source:  Danville Patch, April 2013.


